Legal Practitioners Bill.

people whose legal rights he has to adjust,
he creates far more business than the
buginess he absorbs. For the little
bueiness he absorbs in his own person

he creates tenfold for others who are in

the profession and are dvimg business on
proper lines. And no man in the pro-
fession, or no man who simply con-
fines his wview to his own interest,
would really object to our throwing
open the profession to every person
who chose to announce that he was pre-
pared to practise as a solicitor. But to
give that indulgence would be u grave
njustice {o the public; and frowm that
point of view I look at the Bill and ask
the House to look at it. Tt would be
just as foolish to allow anyoue to start as
a medical practitioner without taking
every possible precaution to ground him-
self up slowly in the rudiments of his
profession, and to be fully possessed of
the necessary qualifications for carrying
out his professional duties. I*do npot
know that 1 can at any farther length
elaborate this subject. This is a simple
Bill, which iz meant to give what has
been for & long time promised to a certain
section in our midst which deserves con-
sideration at our hands; and I trust this
is the light in which the Bill will be
received by the House.

On the motion by Mz. Barm, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 9-40 o’clock,
mmtil the next day.
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ELECTION RETURN—GUILDFORD.

Mr. SPEAKER announced the return
of writ for the election extraordinary of
a mentber for Guildford district, in place
of Mr. C. H. Rason resigned ; showing
that Mr. William Dartnell Johnson had
been duly elected.

Me. JouxsoN took the oath and sub-
scribed the roll.

QUESTION—RACE](}]%URSES LICENSING
ILL.

Me. A. J. WILSON ugked the Pre-
mier: Ts it the intention of the
Government to introduce this session a
Racecourse Licensing Bill, as promised
lagt session by the Rason Government?

Tue PREMIER replied: Yes.

QUESTION—WAGIN-DUMBLEYUNG
RAILWAY DEVIATION.

Mr. TAYLOR usked the Premier: 1,
Have operations heen suspended on the
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Wagin-Dumbleyung Railway construc-
tion work ? 2, 1Jo the Government pro-
pose to alter the route as decided upon
and set ont in the specifications? 3, If
g0, will the alteration or deviation involve
any increaged length and increpsed cost+

Tae PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2 and
3, Yes; the deviation is adopted becanse
the Engineer-in-Chief recommends this
route as preferable from an engineering
point of view. It is three-quarters of a
mile shorter than the other route, and
the present proposed grading of 1 in 40
could be reduced, if necessary, to 1 in 60,
which could not be accomplished on the
other route without considerable altera-
tion and deviation. The route is also
recommended by the Surveyor General
from a Lands Department point of view.
No increased cost will be involved.

QUESTION—ABATTOIRS AT KALGOOR-
LIE, SUNDAY WORK.

Mr. WALKER asked the Premier:
1, When is the Government likely to
fulfil its promise in connection with
the erection of abattoirs on the gold-
fields? 2, Will the Government take
any immediate steps to prevent slanghter-
men working at the Kalgourlie slaughter
yards on Sunday as at present P .

Tae PREMIER replied: 1, Provision
will be made on the Estimates for the
work, which will be commenced as soon
as Parliamentary approval is obtained.
2, The matter will be inquired into. I
may say for the information of the hon.
member that this is the first intimation
we have had in regard to the Sunday
work referred to.

QUESTION IRREGULAR, HOW
MODIFIED.

Referring to a question (now postponed
on the Minister’s request) relating to a
Prospecting Expedition to the North-
West—

Mr. HOLMAN said: I gave notice of
an additional pertinent guestion on that
subject, thongh it does not appear on the
Notice Paper. If necessary, I must give
farther notice of it.

Mr. SPEAKER: In refercnce to the
 remarks of the hon. member relating to
an additional question, I desire to draw
attention to a passage in May, and the
hon. member will understand from it
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why his question has heen somewhat
modified. Tam sure the answer to the
third part of his question should be
sutlicient. The passage in May reads:—

As the Notiee Paper is published by anthority
of the House, a natice of o motion or of a
(uestion to be put to a member, containing
unbecoming expressions, infringing its ruales,
or otherwise irregnlar, way, under the
Speaker's anthority, be corrected by the clerks
at the table.
I may also remark that it is within the
province of any Minister to refuse to
angwer any question,

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: Twill
bring the papers to-morrow,

QUESTTON—FIREWOOD RATES,
KALGOORLIE AND BOULDER.

Mr. COLLIER asked the Premier:
1, Has he forgotten his promise made on
the 21st December, 1905, to see that the
rates charged by the EKalgoorlie and
Boulder. Firewood Company are of an
equitable nature? 2, If not, why has no
action been taken ?

Tae PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2,
Regulations were being framed dealing
with the whole question of freights,
sidings, cutting of tinber, etc. I am
sorry that 1 cannot give more detailed
information, but the file containing the
recommendutions has been forwarded to
the forest ranger at Coolgardie with a
view to bis perusing it before the recom-
mendations are gazetted.

PLANS, Ere.—METROPOLITAN
SEWERAGE.

On motions by Mr. H. Browx (Perth),
ordered “ That plans showing the reticala-
tion of the Metropolitan SBewerage Scheme,
as provided for in Mr. Davis’s estimate of
£112,641, be laid on the table;” also
“ That a Return showing the amount
espended to date on surveys, reports,
plans, and clerical work in connection
with the Metropolitan Sewerage Scheme
be laid on the table.”

PAPERS—FPIPES MANUFACTURE,
FREMANTLE.

Mr. H. BROWN (Perth) moved a
motion standing in his name, namnely—

That all telegrams and correspondence
between the Government and the members
for Fremantle, South and East Fremantle,
with reference to closing down the pipe works
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st Fremantle, or letting a contract for the
mwaking of pipes for the Metropolitan Water
Scheme, be laid on the table,

Tree PREMIER (Hou. N. J. Moore) :
Members when asking for returns of this
nature should state rensons. The pre-
paration of these returns would entail
considerable expense, and it was due to
the House that some reason should be

iven.

Me. H. BROWN (Perth) : There was
no decessity for the compilation of a
return. He asked that certain papers be
laid on the table. There were rumours
of a threat against the Qovernment if the
particular pipe works at Fremantle were
not kept there. That was the reason
why the papers were asked for.

Question put and passed.

Me. SPEAKER: [t would be better,
and following more closely the forms of
the House, if members would read the
motions when moving them.

RETURNS (2)—MINING DEVELOPMENT
VOTE.

Mz, G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)
woved :

That there be laid upon the table of the
House a Return, showing—i1, Howmuch has
been spent of the £100,000 voted by Parlia-
mwent last seasion for the development of the
mining industry. 2, How it has been spent.
3, How much has been spent in each
electorate,

There was no opposition to the motion,
he believed, but he would like to convey
to the Minister that the £100,000 voted

by Parliament last session was on the

Loan Estimates.
Question put and passed.

BPECIAL GRANTS.

On motion by Me. G. TAYLOR (Mt.
Margaret), ordered: That a Return be
laid upon the table of the House, show-
ing the persons to whom special grants
have been made under the Mines Develop-
ment Vote, during the last six months,
a8 apart from subsidising croshing
batteries,

RETURN—COPPER SMELTER,
PARTICULARS.

Me. &. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)

moved :

That there be laid upon the table of the
Hounsze a Return, showing—1, The amount paid
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to owners of copper orc at Ravensthorpe. 2,
Cost of new plant sold for £5,000. 3, Cost of
smelter from inception.

¢ He wanted to know the cost of the

smelter from its incepfion; to know
exactly what the old smelter had cost,
also the new one.

Question put and passed,

RETURN—CANNING RESERVOIR
WATERSHED.

Mz. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill) moved:

That a Return be laid upon the table of the

House, showing-—1, The names of persons hold-
ing land within the watershed of the proposed
Canning reservoir, and the ares held by ench.
2, Particunlars of companies or syndicates
holding land, and the acreage held by each,
3, The names of persons holding power of
attorney for such landholders.
The object in moving was partly as a
protest against the practice in the past of
purchasing areas of land secretly, From
the experience Parliament had in re-
gard to two previous purchases, he did
not, think it was a desirable procedure 1o
adopt in the future. The State could get
an iofinitely better deal by the public
generally knowing a purchase wag to be
made, and if there was any differenca of
opinion about the matter, the question
could be subwmitted to arbitration, rather
than the land be purchased secretly and
not in the open light of day. It would
be within the recollection of the House,
in connection with the purchase of land
in Philimore Street, Fremantle, there wera
certain imputations cast on gentlemnen of
prominence in Perth that had not Dbeen
aunswered. A promise had been made
that a select committee would be ap-
pointed to inguire into the phrchuse, but
the inquiry was not held, and the impu.-
tations still stood. He urged the present
Government to take steps to see if some
select committee could be appointed to
inquive as promised in the past.

Question put and passed.

RETURN—RAILWAY FREIGHTS ON
TIMBER.
M=z. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison)
moved :
That 8 Return he placed upon the table of
the House, showing a comparative statement

of the {imber freights existing on the railways
in the Eastern States and Western Awustralia.

There wonld not be any expense in
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getting out the return, for when he was
m office the return had already been
prepared.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore) :
Would not the member be satisfied with
the return that was supplied to the
Timber Toquiry Board ? That body went
into the question very exhaustively, and
he thought the member would find all
the information he required in that
return.

Question put and passed.

PAPERS—PUBLIC BATTERY,
Mr. MORGANS.

Mr. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison)
moved :

That all papers in connection with the
granting of a subsidy on public crushing to
the Westralin Mt. Morgans battery at MMt
th:orgmm be placed upon the table of the

ouse.

These papers were asked for on account
of some remarks made by the Minister
for Mines in reply to o statement made
by himself (Mr. Holman) in connection
with the subsidies to State batteries.
The Minister stated that a subsidy of
1s. 6d. & ton was paid to the battery at
Mt. Morgans. By the report of the
Department for Mines, it was shown
that an amount of 2s. a ton was paid
during last year to the Westralia Mt.
Morgans battery; that 2,595 tona were
treated and subsidized to the extent of
28, a ton. The Minister, in reply to some
statements which he (Mr. Holman) made,
stated that only 1s. 6d. a ton was paid to
this battery. That statement was con-
tradicted afterwards, bur the Minister
had not made clear the amount which was
paid to the battery by way of a subsidy.
He desired to move the motion to see
whether the report which appeared in the
Department of Mines was correct, or
whether the statement of the Minister
" through the Press was correct.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory) said he had no objection to
produce the papers. He might mention,
however, in connection with the subsidy
granted to this battery, that the amount
paid was 2s. and not 1s. 6d. as previously
stated by him. He was under the im-
pression that this battery was receiving
the sams as all other batteries, and this
one was given as an illustration of the
gubsidy granted upon the eastern fields.
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He had given instructions that all these
gubsidies should be looked inte with a
view of a reduction. The department
were making considerable reductions in
regard to the amount of subsidy paid to
batteries. The hon. memmber was very
ready to twit him with a sinall mistake, but
the hon. member himself spoke of this
battery as being a 20-heud battery;
whereas it was simply a 10-head battery,
80 each of them made a mistake.

Me. HoLmaw based his statement upon
the Minister's report.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: The
general subsidy was only 1s. 64. He
suggested that the motion should be
withdrawn.

Me. HOLMAN: As the Minister
announced that he had made a mistake
when he replied to his (Mr. Holman’s)
statement through the Press, he asked
leave to withdraw the motion, as it was
not necessary.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

RETURN—-BATTERY PLATES,
HOW CLEANED.

Me. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison)
moved :

That a Return be laid upen the table of the
House, showing the amount of gold received
from each of the State batteries by the Mines
Department from the cleaning and sealing of
mgper plates, treatment of magnetings, and
other residues.

He said: I move this motion because
there is a big question involved. I
think the public battery system in
Western Australia was started in 1898,
and it is a well.known fact that in all
batteries when stone is crushed an enor-
mous amount of gold is left on the copper
pletes and tables of the batteries, and
there is also 8 fair amount of gold left
behind in magnetings and other residues
after treatment. I desireto know whether
any steps have been taken to procure
a return of this gold. Seeing that
we haveé nearly 30 State batteries
working, and a good deal of stone is
being crushed, in all probability a large
amount of gold is being retained from the
prospectors, and if that be so it should go
back to the State, and therefore be the
means of farther decreasing the cost of
crushing to all prospectors who use the
batteries. I know that under the present
conditions of working batteries a large
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amount of gold is left on the plates, and
alse thut of late years chemicals have
been used in the cleaning of eopper plates,
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thus tuking away a large amount of that .

gold. The system of cleaning copper
plates in the old days was hy burning and
sealing those plates that bad been used
for some time,
that some hundreds of ounces are always
recovered from the various copper plates
which have heen workiog. Under present
conditions of working, like everything
else in conpection with mining, men
have learned from experience and bave
made practical discoveries, and found that
by the use of certain chemicals thev can
recover a great deal of the gold that
used to be left on the plates in the old
days. In travelling through the country
and going through other States I have
found that they do not burn their plates
nearly 8o often now as they used to, but
clean them more with chemicals. I have
heard that in Western Australia pro-
spectors have reason to believe that after
the treatment of stone the plates have
been cleaned with chewicals during the
time some batteries have been huug uwp
for, say, holidays or repairs, I think
that all the gold recovered from those
plates, if any, should be returned to the
Mines Department and be added to the
income from the batteries; and therefore
when we have a laurger income from
the batteries it will be another tneans of
reducing the cost of crushing throughout
the State. Another matter is in connee-
tion with magnetings. Magnetings are
piecea of old shoes, broken bits of drill,
bits of steel or iron, that get into the
boxes of the battery while crushing is
going on ; and seeing that we have 29
public batteries, the magnetings amount
to a great deal. Whilst travelling through
Victoria I found that people were pur-
chasing these magnetings and making a
large amount of mooey by the treat.
ment. In some instances in Western
Australia, prospectors applied to take
these magnetings to be treated, but the
applications were refused, and one battery
manager was sued for them. I have
mentioned that case to the Minister,
and he has sent & man out to inquire
into that and other matters.

Tug Mixierer For Miwes: Instrue-
tions have been issued to hand them
over,

It is a well-known fact
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Mr. HOLMAN: Many tons of mag-
netings have been recovered fromn our
State batteries during the time they huve
been working, in the last eight or nine
years. The question of the cleaning of
thege plates by chemicula und retaining
the magnetings is a very serious one.
Around every hattery we have in Western
Australia there is a large amount of gold.
A little must have dropped here and
there on the floor, which is cleared up
time after time, or should be, by the
managers of the various batteries, and
we desire to know where the whole of
these cleanings are going to. Another
point is that in Western Australin very
many batteries have been removed from
place to place; and whenever so re-
moved there should have been some
amount of gold recovered from the
residues left behind them, In regard
to nearly every case I know of in
connection with private batieries or bat.
teries owned by companies, every time
the batteries were removed the plates
were cleaned. We have had State
batteries removed time after time, and
1 would like to know whether any gold
has been recovered from them. I do
not think that the return ¥ am asking
for will cause any great expense; but
I desire to bring this question more
prominently before those directly inter-
ested, and I know that prospectors take
a keen interest in the matter, not because
they are so particular to recover the gold
themaselves, as they know that a certain
amount is always left behind, but they
desire that when any gold is left behind
in the State batteries the State shall get
hold of it, and not any individual. That
18 the reason I an calling for this return,
and I do not think there will be any
opposition to the motion. T intend to go
farther into the gquestion afterwards,

Me. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret):
I secound the motion.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): I huve no objection what-
ever to provide the return asked for by
the hon. member ; but I do not wish an
idea Lo go abroad amongst the people out
back who are using the State batteries
that there is such a thing going on asthe
cleaning and scaling of the copper plates.
I am sure the hon. wmember should know
perfectly well, after the long experience
he has had in this House, that the
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department do not allow the plates of the
varioua State batteries to be cleaned,
more especially whilst those batteries are
in use. The hon. member said the plates
were cleaned with chemicals and that
we all knew that a large quantity of gold
was allowed to remain on the plates;
g0 it might be beliaved that the depart-
ment at the present time were trying to
obtain extra profits by scaling the plates
and thus robbing the customers of those
batteries which are there for use, be-
cause we all know that if the plates are
acaled or cleaned with chemicals, the next
customer who brings stone to be erushed
will lose a proportion of his gold. This
we do not allow., In 1900, T believe, the
department issued instructions to scale
the plates. I think that this was done
at only one battery—ILeouoran. All the
other battery managers refused to comply,
or if they did not absolutely refuse, they
refrained from scaling the plates. Since
then, whenever I have heard that plates
were scaled, I have given instructions
that it was never to be done again; and
I do not think that my orders were
countermanded by those who followed
me: I feel quite certain that they were
not. At the present time we do not
permit the practice. If we thought that
any of the battery managers had tried to
remove any gold from the plates by the
use of chemicals, that man would
immediately be dismissed; and if any-
thing of the sort were done it would Le
done absolutely without the knowledge
of the department, and I should welcome
any information on the subject. With
regard to the magnetings, they are sup-
posed to be the property of the cus-
tomers. As the hon. member knows, at
one battery the manager refused to hand
them over to the customer, hut was given
prompt instructions from the department
to do so, as soon as the matter came to
my knowledge. Of course there are other
residues, such as those in the erucibles,
and from what may be termed the
sweepings. These are supposed to be
the property of the department. With
careful management we anticipate getting
a little gold occasionally from the sweep-
ings and the broken crucibles. Such
gold is not supposed to be the perquisite
of the manager-—it should be sent to
the department; and a little while ago
we received a fairly good return from
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some old vesidues which had been
obtained through collecting broken cru-
cibles and similar material. I shall be
pleased not only to furnish the return for
which the hon. member asks, butto make it
as clear as possible, so that members may
kuow exactly the batteries from which
the gold bas heen received. T should
not like to do anything which would lead
the public to believe that the department
are taking s0 wrong a course as to allow
the copper plates to be scaled.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mt Margavet): I
am pleased o hear the Minister's utter-
ance. When the Government adopted
cyuniding, they cyanided the first
heap of tailings after putting up their
cyanide plant. This at once allowed the
battery managers to handle gold belong-
ing to the State; and since the system
was started I koow of many prospectors
whose stone did not come up to expecta.
tions, and who ,murmured a belief that
the battery manager was perhaps with-
holding some gold secured in the manner
indicated by the mover of this motion,

Me. GuiL: How often does a pro-
spector’s stone come up to his expecta-
tiong ¥

Mr. TAYLOR: On many occasions I
have known stone which largely exceeded
the prospector’s expectations, and I have
known other oceasions on which it did
not come up to expectations by a long
way. At the same time I can quite
understand the hon. member’s thinking
that the stone would not come up to ex-
pectation, because I remember that when
the hon. member was prospecting be was
not so skilful us other men who followed
him ; hence he was likely to overestimate
the value of his stone. I will not say he
wounld overestimate his own value; but a
prospector naturally magnifies every spec
of gold that he sees in the stone; and
unless he is very skilful in doilying, he is
likely to be led astray in either direction
—may either overestimate or underesti-
mate. Some stone we can appraise fairly
well by looking at it; other stone which
shows no gold may carry as much again
ag stone that looks very promising. I
know that since cyauiding has been
started by the Government, gold has been
handled by the battery managers and
sent to the department; and this in a
large degree accounts for the difficulties
pointed oot by the mover,
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Tae MimvisTer For Mives: The
managers send it all down.

Me. TAYLOR.: T kpow that; but the
Minister will
manager handles gold for the State, cus-
tomers are likely to think that their gold,
or some of it, has been thrown in with
the gold obtained from the sands, from
the cyanide. The Minister knows a case
in point, where a customer thinks his
own estimate absolutely correct and the
departmental figures show the contrary.
I kuow that State battery managers do
on all occasions try to give the greatest
possible eatisfaction to prospectors. I
am pleased to see that the Mibister offers
no objection to the motion; and I hope
that in future, when cyanide plants are
erected at State batteries, the Govern-
ment will not cyanide the first heap of
tailings and take the gold for the State.
If that is not done there will be no gold
belonging to the State, or allegedly
belonging to the State, handled by the
battery managers; consequently there
will be fewer opportunities for leakage,
and still fewer opportunities for prospec-
tors to think that they are being deprived
of their own pold.

Mr. HOLMAN (in replv): I wish to
thank the Minister for his assurance that
the battery plates will not be interfered
with ; because we all know the condition
of the plates wheo they ave cleaned. I
took this action to prevent any inter-
ference with the plates, whereby the
prospector may suffer. But there should
be a certain quantity of gold returned to
the department from the crucibles; and
I desire to find out which battery
manager has devoted most attention to
his work.

Question put and passed.

MOTION—COLLIE COAL INDUSTRY,
THE RECOMMENDATIONS.

Me. J. EWING (Collie) moved:

That, in the opinion of this House, the
recommendations contained in Dr. Jack’s
report upon the Collie coal industry should be
given effect to by the Government.

He said:
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agree that when the
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what has Leen done for Collie and what
has been the history of that industry;
but the only apology I need make for
again brivging this matter into pro-
minence is that in my opiniyn we have in
the report of the Reoyal Commissioner

. Dr. Jack, which I should like the House

to adopt, the solution of the whole diffi-
culty. If it is possible by adopting the
report of Dr. Jack to do what is right,
just, and fair 1o the State, and also
to cement and strengthen that great
industry, I think we shall do much good
without in the slightest degree harming
any taxpayer in the country. I have
first of ull to offer my thavks, not as the
then member for Collie but as its present
member, for thé uction taken by Mr.
Daglish and his Government in sccuring
the service of that very eminent tnan
Dr. Jack, to inquire exhaustively into
the coal-mining industry. I give them
my most sincere thanks; for in their
action they certainly did well. But in
my remarks to-night 1 shall probably
have to take exception to much that was

: done_by them; and it is only fair that,

It s with a considerable .

amount, I will not say of pleasure but

of regret, that I find it necessary to place
before the House my views on this very
important and much vexed question of
the coal-mining industry at Collie. It is
well within the knowledge of members

as I feel in duty bound to take exception
to some of their actions, I should give
them every credit for such of their
actions as were in wmy opinion praise-
worthy.  Mr. Daglish, speaking at
Subiace when first he took up the reins
of Government on behalf of the Labour
party, said that he had heard so much
with reference to the coal-mining indunstry
and was so much in sympathy with that
industry that he had determined to settle
once and for all this much-vexed question.
The hon. member took the right course
in appointing such a splendid man with
so wany high qualifications and such
honesty of purpose, and without the
slightest prejudice in his wind, as Dr.
Jack,

Mg, Dacrisa: 1 have a habit of taking
the right courve.

Mr. EWING : Perhaps the hon,
member may tuke esception to some of
my vemarks before I have finished, for
they will tend to show that he did not
always take the right course. This report
occupied seven months of Dr. Jack's
time, and cost the country some £2,500.
Dr. Jack, I believe, received an honorarium
of £1,000; there were exhaustive tests
and trials of Newcastle coal and Collie
coal; and an endeavour was mnnde to
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arrive at a fair value for Collie coal, to
place it on such a basis as to make it a
profitable fuel for use on our railways.
One important point has been settled by
Dr. Jack's assuring us tbat we have at
Collie an immense area of coal available
to this State. He reports that we have
50,000 square miles, which means that at
the present rate of output we have suffi-
cient coal to last us for 2,000 years.
If we produced and sold a million tons
of coal per aunum, we should have enough
coal to last the State for some 310 years.
I am not here as member for Collie to
tell members, whose intelligence is per-
hipg superior to my own, that Collie coal
is equal to Newcastle coal; but lam hers
to tell them that the industry at Collie is
very valuable, and one which deserves
their most hearty support, which it will
no doubt receive.

M. Tavior: And always has re-
" ceived.

Me. EWING: It has received very
little indeed. Dr. Jack, in paragraph 23
of his report, states the well-known fact
that “If the coal were only two days old
when used, there would be little * deteri-
oration’ to complain of” But if the
coal is exposed to the atmosphere, the
deterivration is very rapid indeed. When
I was previously member for Collic I
asked the then Goveroment to instruct
I think the then General Manuger of
Railways to provide some coverings
for Collie coal in places where it had to
be stored for a considerable period. My
request wus refused. From time to time
the question was brought Lefore different
Governments, who replied that the cover-
ings would be far too costly. In wmy
opinion such provision would involve a
very small expenditure; and I hope that
at anv rate this portion of Dr. Jack’s
report will be given effect to. In para-
graph 24 Dr. Jack deals with the great
value of a coal-mining industry to any
State, and points oot that even now the
Railway Department is using 79 per cent,
of Collie conl. He says:—

I'he withdrawal of the railway order would
therefore involve the immediate clusing-down
of the mines, unless the outside consumption
bad in the meantime assumed much larger
proportions. It must not be forgotten that
@ considerable amount of capital has been
sunk on the faith of the Governwent’s policy
being adhered to.

[ASSEMBLY.)

how to assist.

And there were no contracts in existence.
1 want to point out that the action taken
by the Government at that time was in
my opinion a wrong action indeed. They
had this report before them; and in all
conscience, when they bad thie the out-
come of such an exhaustive inquiry and
such a fair and reasonmable report, they
should huve given it that due considera-
tion which it was necessary for them to
give in the position they occupied. If
the hon. gentleman who has just been re-
turned for Guildford (Mr. Johnson) had
given the attention to this very important
quesiion thut he gave to other important
questions with a considerable amount of
success, what happened at that particular
time would never have occurred. The
hon. gentleman was then Minister for
Railways, having previously taken over
that position in conjunction with the
Mines Department. I am sure I am notf
very far wrong in saying that perhaps his
duties were so onerous that he had not
the time to properly peruse this report,
and to come to 4 conclusion based on the
facts contained therein that it was bis
bounden duty to do as Minister for Rail-
ways at that particular juncture; but
instead, the hon. gentleman must have
keen carried away by the Commissioner
of Railways, who stated that he only
wanted to deal with one company on this
field so as to expedite the work of his de-
partment amd make it easier for his
officers, and suggested that tenders should
be called, aud that wt the sume time it
should be stated that the lowest ten-
derer would have the contract. That
was done. Tenders were called and
action was taken just prior to the Iabour
Government going out of office. T bhink
it was the very day they left office. [
was a private person at that tine;
I was not in u public pesition, and

I was npaturally interested in what
was going on. I met the late Minis-
ter (DMr. Johnsou) after the Lubour

Governoient had resigned, and asked
him what conclusion the Government had
come o; and he sud, “We have given
the whole of that contruct to the Pro-
prietary Company.” T said it was a
serlpus matter; and it was. It simply
meant the contisction of all the mouey
placedd in the coul industry except that
put in by the particulur company.

Mz. Dacrisa: Confiscation? Nonsense!
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M. EWING: I will not use suckh a
harsh word. At any rate money was
placed in this industry by other com-
panies on the distinet understanding that
they would have a share of this particu-
lar trade.

Ma. Dacrise: That they should milk
the State cow.

Me. EWING: No. Attached to the
giving of this contract there was to be
an industrial agreement by which the
men were supposed to have a fair and
equitable wage. From the hon. gentle-
man's standpoint that was a fair con-
dition to attach to this contract.

Mz. Borron: Not from your point of
view ?

Mps. EWING: I am going to deal
with that presently. I am going to
point out particularly that in calling for
tenders for coal in the way the Daglish
Government did, it simply meant that
the tenders were based on the whole of
the coal being supplied by one company,
and based on the wages fized by an arbi-
tration award given just previously. If
the contract had been given to one com-
pany without the condition the hon.
gentleman placed upon it, there must
have been a reduction of wages.

Mr. W. D. Jomwson (Guildford):
You said just now that I let the contract
to one company.

Mg. EWING: No; conditionally on

an industrial agreement being entered
into between the company and the men
for a fair and equitable rate of wages to
be paid during the term of the contract.

Me. Jounsow : They failed to comply
with that.

Me. EWING: Yes. In my opinion
an error wag made, An hon. member is
laughing, but I defy him, or any member
of this House, to say that an error was
not mwade when, within Dr. Jack's
unbiased and unprejudiced report, the
price and value of Collie coal was fixed.
1 ask those who were responsible for this
contract, whether they wanted this par-
ticular coal to be supplied below its com-
mercial value ? T do not think they did.
However, without dealing any farther
with this matter, I say ihat this par-
ticular contract failed because the men
and their employers could not come to an
agreement on the matter. Subsequently,
after the general election, the whole
matter was again brought by me before
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the Rason Government; and afier a
great deal of trouble and a great deal of
work on my part in placing before them
what I thought wasa reasonable position,
the Rason Glovernment decided to divide
the contract in certain proportions well
known to members, and the price they
gave wag 86, 8d. They also gave u refund
of all royalties during the period of the
contract. I want partioutarly to impress
on members that this price of 8s. 8d. was
based on the calorific value of the coal.

Mr. Daeuse: RBut one company
tendered at 7a. 9d.

Mr, EWING: Certa.inlf; but that
tender was based on supplying the whole
of the coal and, I believe, also on the
arbitration award being put into effect.
That was not my desire. I want to point
out what a disastrous thing it would have
been to the industry ——

Me. Jornson: There was nothing re-
lating to the arbitration award at all.

Mr, EWING: I know that their cal-
culations as to the low price at which they
could supply the coal were based on the
arbitration award and on supplying the
whole of the coal required throughout the
State. I say they could not doit, orall the
other collieries would have had to close
down. The Rason Gtovernment adopted &
certain amount of Dr. Jack’s report, and
based the price practically on the report,
for which I give them my thanks; and
Collie is progressing fairly well now ; and
wa also bave what the hon. gentleman
{Mr. Johnson) then wished to make sure
of—an industrial agreement hetween the
employers and the employees covering
the period of the contract. I ahould like,
in passing, without hurting anybody’s
feelings, o refer to a wmatter which
occurrad during my absence from the
House. Inconnection with this industry,
it was stated that people working in
certain mines at Collie were being dis-
missed so that aliens might be put ou in
their places. Under the present agree-
ment the miners at Collie are fully safe-
guarded. Without the slightest fear of
contradiction, I eay that no worker has
ever been dismissed from the coal mines
at Collie to put on any aliens.

Mge. Hornawn : Old hands bave had to

0 away.

Me. EWING: That may bave bap-

peuned long before my time,
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Me. HoLmaw : It was referred to by a
deputation about a week ago.

Me. EWING : It was notasserted that
a single man bad been put off so that one
of these alieus might be put on.

Mz. Horman : Old hands were put off.

Me. EWING: What the deputation
objected to was that these aliens should
be employed at all. The secretary of the
Mibers' Association pever asserted that
bands were put off so that aliens should
be put on. The agreements with the
various companies are in existence, and
members may peruse them. Their con-
ditions are well worthy of perusal by
members opposite, because they are more
liberal than those of any other industrial
agreement in the State. I take credit to
myself for having been a party to bring-
ing this about. Though coal is now being
sold at a reasomable rate, the very best
conditions exist so far as the workers at
Collie are coucerned, better conditions
than exist in any part of Australia.
reason for bringing this watter before
the House and asking for a determi-
nation and settlement of this very vexed
question is that what has occurred in
the past shall not occur again; and I

direct members' attention to Dr. Jack’s

report, paragraph 28, in which he puts
the whole thing in a nutshell:—

The price which the Railway Department

should give for Collie coal depends upon the
relative efficicney of Collie und imported ceal,
snd upon the cost of carringe to the point
where the coal has to be used.
That is a businesslike way to approach
the question. [t is simply asking the
State to pay a fuir and rteasonable
price for the coal.  In paragraph 82 of
the report, Dr. Jack comes to a con-
elusion on this matter, and says:—

I conclude that, although one and a-third to
one of Newcastle is a proportion of efficiency
which has not often been reached (in locomo-
tive practice), itis ohtainable at least with the
best Collie coal, and that the relative values
should be fixed accordingly as a factor in
determining the fair price.

That is exactly what has been done, and
as long as that is done I donot think any
exception whatever can be taken to Dr.
Jack’s report being adopted.  In para-
grapl 3 is the most important question
that can be brought bLefore this House,
and one that is taking up a considerable
amount of attention in this Stute now,
that of Lreights; and the value of Collie

[ASSEMBLY.]
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coal is, like other things, simply depen-
dent on the freight charges for its
carriage. The paragraph says:—

The effect of a uniform rate of 1d. per ton
per mile will be seen from Tables 3 and 4.
This is important, ag, according to Mr. George’s
evidence, something like a ** uniform * rate of
1d. per ton per mile on “coal,” of whatever
description, has been racommended by the
Commissionera of Railways for all the States
of the Commonwealth, although the exact
amount is still only known to the Commission-
ers and the Cabinets.

I have no doubt exception bas been taken
with regard to my attitude towards our
Commissioner of Railways; and there is
no farther justification necessary than for
me to say here,as I have said before, that
in the action of the Commissioner of
Railways in regard to this particular in-
dustry he has forfeited my confidence and
the confiJence of every right-thinking
person. He knew full well that 1d. per

© ton per mile on Collie coal meant the

annihilation of that industry. In his
report Dr. Jack states, in paragraph 93 :—

If the “ uniform” rate of 1d. per ton per
mile ever comes into force, the last word will
have baen spoken, and the extinction not only

. of the Collie coal industry but of all “local”

coal industries throughout the Commonweslth,
wherever the product is not equal to the best,
will be assured.

. In spite of the knowledge of this particu-

Iar case, we find that the recommendation
made by the Commissioner of Railways
was for 1d. per ton per mile on this coal.
Therefore, we cannot come to any other
conclusion but thut the Commissioner’s
endeavour was to annihilate this partica-
lar industry. T give credit to the Labour
Government that they foresaw what was
going to happen .in the event of
this being done, and would not allow
the Commissioper to have his way.
In paragraph 95 Dr. Jack sums up the

- whole position, and states that if it takes
. one and a third tons of Collie coul to do

the same work as a ton of Newcastle coal,
then one and a third tons of Collie coal
should be carried at the same rate as one
ton of Newcastle. That is the kernel of
the question, and the point I want mem-
bers to consider. Dr. Jack goes on to
peint out in connection with our rafes at
present that the same equitable basis of
settlement is in existence; that ore of
certain grades is carvied at certain rates
aud ores of higher grades at higher rates,
su that if the vres are notof equal quality
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they have a chance of being utilised, not ' through Dr. Jack's veport they will see

only for the beoefit of those who put their
money into the industry, but alse for the
benefit of the State itself. To sum the
matter up, I would poiut out that Dr.
Jack comes to a definite conclusion, that
an assurance of ls. per ton is a fair
thing, all peints considered, for hav-
g a coal industry in our Stale; and
he comes to the conclusion that the
value of Collie coal is the outcome
entirely of the question of freights.
Newcastle coal is being sold at 15s. 4d.
in Fremantle to the Government; there-
fore, the equitable price of Collie coal is
8s. per ton. But we find Dr. Jack goes
farther and states that if a freight of
two-thirds of a penny per ton be charged
for Newcastle coal and a halfpenny per
ton be charged for Collie coal, the equit-
able price for the State to pay fur Collie
coal is 10s. per ton. The State is now
getting Collie coal at 9s. per ton; there-
fore we are getting it below tbe price
which Dr. Jack says is fairand equitable.
Perhaps this is a matter for congratula-
tion, but at the same time we want to be
vary sure that we do not pay more than
the State can afford for this particular
industry. Dr. Jack farther makes pro-
vision in the event of prices fluctuating.
In the case of Newcastle coul being sold
at any price above 15s. 4d. per ton on the
freights of one penny per ton for New-
castle coal and three farthings per ton
for Collie coal, then Collie coal would
be worth as <522 to 1. On the basis of
two-thirds of a penuny per ton for New-
castle coal and a halfpeony per ton for
Collie coal the proportion of increase in

the payment would be as "652 to 1. Dr.
freight.

Juck recommends the latter
Although Collie coal is less in efficiency
by 33 per cent. to the Newcastle coal for
locomotive purposes, yet it is only 8% per
cent. less for stationary hoilers, for which
purpose it is used very largely in West-
ern Australia.

Mr. Tavror: When used fresh.

Mr. EWING: People can get their
supplies almost daily in Perth, and they
can get coal within 48 hours on the gold-
fields.

Meg. TavrLow: But you do not advocate
it for the goldfields localities.

Mr. EWING : That is the very place
wheve Dr. Jack says it will give the
greutest efficiency. If members will look

y that, according to the trials, the greatest

eﬁiclen(v was on the goldfields lines.

Mr. Dacrmsu: But you cannnt have
preferential rates to the goldfields.

Me. EWING: Dr. Jack does not call
it a preferential rate.

Mr Dacuisu: But the fact remains
that the Constitution Act forbids it.

Mr. EWING: It does not in Dr.
Jack’s opinion. We all know what
preferential rates are; but Dr. Jack does
not consider it a preferential rate becanse
we carry an inferior article at a lesser
price than we carry a superior article at.
There is no preference rate at all in that,

Mz. Scappan: The report doer not
say that the various grades of Collie cval
ghould be carried at various rates.

Mr. EWING: Dr. Jack does say that,
and I will read the paragraph. It is
paragraph 95, which is as follows: —

1t it takes one and a-third ton of Collie coul
to do the work of one ton of Newcastle coal, a
* uniform ” charge of 1d. per ton per mile on
Newcastle means a charge of one and a-third
pence per equivalent of Collie, and the farther
the coals are carried the greater becomes the
premium on Newc&stle The principle of
charging “coal” of whatever quality at the
same rate could not be, and as a matter of fact
is not, applied to other articles of commerce.
If sugar and saccharine were classed together
under the head of “ sweeteners * nnd the same
rate charged for the transport of both, the
absurdity wowld Dbe patent to everyone. An
instance less extreme may be quoted from the
“ Classification Rates for the Conveyance of
Meorchandise on the Western Australian
Government Railways,” p. 48.

Mr. Scappan: That is not a preferential
rate.

Mz. EWING: Isuyit isa preferential
rate.

MEg. Scappan: The vther is.

Mer. EWING: If the member will
wuit, until I finish the paragraph he will
see that there is an answer to the inter-
jection Ly the mewmber for Subiaco
contained in this paragraph. The report
goes on tu sy i-—

The charges on ** Ores and Concentratas not
exceeding in valae 100zs. of gold per ton ' are
defined as “Class M for the firat 100 miles,
and for distances exceeding 100 miles 4d. per
ton per mile added to rate for 100 miles.”
While “Ores and Concentrates cxceeding in
value 100za. of gold per ton ™ are charged * for
every additional 100zs. or part of 100zs., one
farthing per ton per mile added to the rate
igr ores not exceeding 10078, of gold to the

n,
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Mg. Scappar: You know that exists. ’

Mr. EWING: Dr. Jack farther

states :—

Thie i8 an equitable principle depending on
the values of the two articles. Coal may he
regarded in this connection as an “ore™ of
heat or power, and the equitable basis of a
charge for ifs transport is its value. A strictly
“ aquitable” rate would be one which allowed
one ton and a third of Collie coal ta be carried
for the same charge as one ton of Newcastle
coal. Supposing the charge for three-thirds
of a ton of Neweadtlo to be one penny, the
equitable charge for four-thirds of a ton of
Collie would also be one penny. In other
words, the charge on Collis coal would be 3d.
per ton as againat 1d. per ton for Newcastle.
The adoption of this principte would place
equivalent quantities of each coal within the
reach of the consumer atrictly on their merits.

Mzr. Dacuise: Would you apply the
same principle to Victorian coal which is
inferior to Newcastle coal ¥

Mr. EWING : In this State?

Mx. Dagrise: Yes.

Mr. EWING: If an inferior article,
certainly. The basis of the report is in
the paragraph which I have read. Tt is
the most important paragraph ever con-
tuined in any report submitted to the
House or the country. It is an equitable
apd fair contention. Dr. Jack says that
the coal is of a certain value, that it 1s
the product of Western Australia and it
is our desire to useit, and that there should
be a preferential rate according to its
value,
cannot gromble, Not only will the con-
stitueucies, but the people of Western
Australia one and all desire the develop-
ment of the Collie coal industry.

Me. Daorisu : - Would you apply this
to Victorian coul also ?

Mzr. EWING : I would apply a prefer-

[ASSEMBLY.]

This is very just, and members

ential rate to anything in the State of

Western Australia.

Mg. Dagrisn: Then it is a preferen-
tial rate.

Mz EWING: It is nol preferential.
Is it unfair to carry low-grade ores atb the
same rate as ores of a higher value?
If that is unfair then the other would be
unfair. We should close down half
the gold mines on the goldficlds if a
preference were not given. The member
18 selfish in this matter; he is very
parochial. He states that on the gold-
fields of Western Australia there is a

certain value of ore preduced in Cool. !

gardie which is of less vaiue than the ore

how to assist.

produced at Kalgoorlie; both of these
have to be carried to the same point to

-be treated, and it is impossible to carry

one at the same freieht as the other.
The hon. member is willing to apply that
principle to the goldfields, but he will not
ackunwledge that the Collie coal product
as i described by Dr. Jack 28 an “ore”
of heat or power should be treated simi-
larly.

Mg. Borron: You take it at its ealo-
rific value; if it has a higher calorific
value it should puy the higher rate.

Mr. EWING: The hon. member is
grasping the point at last. The whole
basis of the payment for Newcastle coal
ig on its calorific value. I point out to
members that the calorific value of New-
castle coal is 14,000 units, and the ealo.
rific value of Collie coul varies in many
instances and it is lower very wuch than
the calorific value of Neweastle coal.
Thus the calorific value is the generating
power, the heat-producing power, and on
that basis alone I say Dr. Jack is abso-
lutely correct and sees the great import-
ance of this matter. It hasbeenackmow-
ledge by members on the Opposmon side
that Collie coal is an “ore” of heat
or power: then the recommendation of
Dr. Jack shounld be carried into effect.
The coal should be carried at a lower
rate because of its lower calurific vulue,
This is a very limportant question. Iask
members to read the report, and having
read it to make up their winds as to
what they think it right to de. I venture
to say any member reading the report
will see it is unbiased, unprejudiced and
fair. There is no desire to bolater the
Collie coal industry as against Newcastle
eoul. At times great prominence has
been given to what has been called the
inferiority of the Newcastle ceal, but we
must remember that this is the New-
castle coal that comes to this State every
day, and we have to take it as it comes.
We do not get the best Newcaatle coal
here.  There has been no desire to bolster
the Collie ¢cnul industry. This report is
the outcoine of & great mind.

Mgr. Dacrisn: Under a great Govern-
ment, tuvo.

Me. EWING: Possibly. 1 cannot
see how it was under a great Govern-
ment, for it failed to grasp the situa-
tion and c¢reated considerable trouble in

. Collie whep it bad in thie report the
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solution of the whole difficulty.
know whether the hon. inember has read
this report; I wonld not like to suggest
that he has not. I have given him
credit for the best intentions and for
being the author of this report.

Mr. DagrisH : I disclaim that.

Me. EWING: It was through the
hon. member that we are in possession
of Dr. Jack’s report to-day. Dr. Jack in
his report goes on to deal with the
proposition that Newcastle coal may be
sold here at such a rate as to make it
unprefitable to work the mines in Collie.
This state of affairs cun be brought about
by a combination and a desire to anui-
hilate the industry, for the colliery owners
in the Eastern States could dump their
coal here and lose money, 1 believe there
is o strike at Newcastle at the present
time, and if we could get at the inner
workings of the companies no doubt
we should find that on every ton of
coal produced they are losing money.
They are doing that, T suppose. to en-
deavour to help on the coal industry.
‘We have a House here willing to adopt
that report, and if we adopt the report
we shall pluce beyond any doubt the
future of the coal industry of the Collie.
I want members to understand that in
moving this motion T am moving in a
direction I Delieve to be in the best
interests, not only of the people living in
Collie, but of the people of Western
Australin. I am wnot alluding to tle
interests of one particular company, but
I am speaking as the member for Collie,
and I believe fully and faithfully that the
adoption of the recominendations con-
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There need

. never be any trouble; there ueed never

i be apy calling for tenders.

tained in this report would settle for sll -

time thiy, as I hefore termed it, vexed
question. 1 know the attention members
give to mmatters of great importance, aud
I kuow their desire 18 to overcomne what
has hitherlo been a difficulty, namely the
settlement of the Collie mining indusiry
question.  Adopt this report, and we
shall then have no more tronbleabout the
Collie coal question, for thesimple reason
that all the Government have to Jdo when
farther tenders are to be entertained or
farther contracts made is to look at this
Tair und reasonable repert and the price
and the value to the State as herein con-
tained. It is unique to think that this
is the case, bucause the very husis of Dr.
Jack’s report is to give at all times the

‘We can say
always that 1he eoal is worth so much
here, as proved in this report, and I do
not think it is possible to gainsay the
figures which Dr. Jack has given, and
if we can settle the question once and for
all it will be a very happy state of
affairs. Ttis not necesraryfor me ar mem-
ber for Collie to worry ahout the price of
coal. It is my duty to take my part in
promoting the welfure of the State. I
want to get qway from this trouble, and
I want any Government coming into
power not to have the responsibility of
being charged by the member with having
acted wrongly towards this particular
industry. I believe that all along the
Ministers dil what they thought to be
their duty, even if it did not quite fit in
with my ideas of their duty.

Me. Daorisa: You are prejudiced.

Mz. EWING: The matter is a very
gericus one, and I feel that I have had
the generous support of the member for
Subiaco in regurd to getting this very
ereditable report. When my predecessor
occupied the position I now hold in this
House, he was very much in favour of
nationalising the coal-mining industry,
and 1 believe itis the policy of gentlemen
gitting on the opposite side of the House
to a certain extent to nationalise in-
dustries as far as possible. [Interjection
by M=r. BOLTON.} It has lbeen called
monopely, hut do not think it is
monopoly, because there ure four pro-
ducers there, und we can go to them and
buy the coal at the best price at which
they can sell it. There is no wmonopoly.
No exceptim is taken, so far as the
owners are concerned, to the industry
being nationalised, provided fair com.
pensation is paid. We bave Lo recognise
the fact that we cannot nationalise in-
dustries of this importance without find-
ing a very considerable amonnt of woney
to do it, and that money is not forth-
coming.

Me. Scappan: Mr. Henshaw did not
advocate that.

Mz, EWING: No. I would not like
to say what he advocated.

Mr. Scavpan : He advocated the State
taking vver & coal mine, to prevent the
business from becoming a monvpoly.
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Me. EWING : In bis evidence at this
particular inguiry, he stated that bhe
would not be a party to paying any com-
pensation to anybody, but that the State
should open a mine there and thereby
¢lose down all those who had previously
invested their capital. This is what Dr,
Jack stated in connection with that agpect
of the question :—

‘Whether Parlinment may see fit to resume

the coal mines and work them as a Govern-
ment monopoly is & question of the politics of
the future which I do not veunture to forecast.
But it is certain that for the Government to
work obe mine for the sapply of,its own coal, aa
has heen propesed—involving the ruin of all
the others—would be a crying injustice.
‘This is stated by Dr. Jack without any
desire to do anybody any injury. This
view simply appears to his mind as being
fair and just.

Mg. Tayror: Perbaps he docs not
believe in nationalisation.

Mgr. EWING: He does not certainly. .

We know that in New Zealand the State
coal mine is closed down to-day.

Ms. Baru: No.

Mr. EWING: 1 very much doubt
that. If it is not now, it was a short
time ago. .

M=. Bara: You look at the New
Zealand Mines Record.

M=n. EWING: It has not been the
great success the hon. member would lead
us to believe. Bear in mind what Dr.
Jack states in conunection with the
nationalisation of the industry. This
is what would have been the outcome of
the action taken by the Daglish Govern-
ment, if one company had got the whole
of the contract; because others could not
have existed without getting some por-
tion of the QGovernment order to enable
them to build uwp their trade in the
initial stages. However, this is all over-
come. We have not that difficulty before
us now, and we hope that in future this
report will be used when the question is
dealt with. As to the importance of
Collie and the people who are living
there, I would like to point out that the
population is considerably over 2,000,
and that means, so far as revenue is
concerned, between £30,000 and £40,000
to the State. Then land has been sold
to the value of £15,000, and rents and
royalties have amounted to £23,000,
roughly a total of £40,000 more as
the outeome of the eslablishinent of this
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industry. The royalties on timber and
pastoral leases and conditional purchases
in this district amount to about £20,000
per annum. Collie is a very important
place, a place that deserves the considera-
tion of members of this House; and we
want to make it ten times that size if we
can, because we hope to be a manufactur.
ing State. We hope certainly to employ
our own people and to meet our own re-
guirements. The State must have fuel for
some time, and that is a very strong
point made by Dr. Jack in this very
admirable report. He states that this
coal industry wiil be invaluable to West-
ern Australia, and to-.day T have had
brought under my notice that Dr. Jack
also spoke of its great value in relation
to Mona power gas. Dr. Jack has stated
that on this point alone the industry is
worthy of the considerution of the
people of this State. It may in time
be a very much more valvable industry
than we have any idea of at present.
It has just been brought under my notice
that on the Great Fingal mine they have
a 12,000 horse.power gas engine. It has
been proved in this report that the aua-
lysis of the coal shows that it is about the
best, ¥ was going to say in the world, but
at any rate in Australia, for Mona power
gas. 1 am going to ask if it is possible
for greater encouragement to be given to
this industry by the Government making
some experiment at some of thewr State
batteries, and I venture to say that the
Collie coal owners will supply coal for
nothing to see if it is possible to intro-
duce this into gas engines for the advant-
age of this State. I would like to point
out that in New Zealand therve are 50 of
these engines at work, and I understand
thev are using coal there. This very coal
at Collie is of such a kind that it is pos-
sible to open up an enormous trade; and,
in passing, I would like to remark,
although 1t does not quite come in here,
it will be a great question in relation to
the supply of coal for the Murchison
goldfields. It is more a question of
freights. If a small amount of assist-
ance is given to the industry, great
results will be achieved, Ti is well
known that the Great Fingal are pro-
pared io use Collie coal, and that they
are well satisfied with it if they can get
a reasonable freight for it. 1If they can
get the freight fixed at three-eighths of a
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peuny per ton per mile over the Govern. | the oulput was 3,508 tons of coal; in

went railways, they will use, I forget
exactly the amount, but a very consider-
able quantity. The Midland Company
have written to the different companies
saying that they could not carry coal at
a lower rate than three-eighths of a penny
per ton per mile, but that they will be
pleased to take at that rate all the coal
that the companies can send. They state

that the only reasou they could not carry

coal at a lower rate is that they have to pay
running charges on the rolling-atock they
use from the Railway Department. Here

is an argument for the Collie coal indus. '

tey, if we can get the freights reduced to
those who are willing to afford a market
'for us, not only here but on the
Murchison, Some of the larger mines
up there are prepared to use this coal, if
they can get this freight. The Midland
Compuny are certainly not working their
railways from a bare payving point of
view; they are not working their railways
to earry Collie coal or to help to develop
that industry ; but they are carrying the
coal at that freight because it pays them
to do so. T want to know how it is that
our Railway Department cannot compete
on lines like those of the Midland Com.
pany. Why cannot it be done? Tt
should be done cheaper on the Govern.
ment lines, but it is not. There is some-
thing wanting somewhere.

Mgz. Horman : There is no comparison
between the two systems.

Mz. EWING: The hon. member says
there is no comparison, There is a great
deal more expenditure perhaps in the one
case than is necessary, and there may be
a very considerable amount of economy
exercised in the other case which is not
exercised on ounr lines. Here is the fact,
that we can develop our industry if we
can get a reasonable rate for this particu-
lar coal. Here is the market. We need
not fear. I appeal to the Premier and
the Government to see if it will not pay
them to so reduce the freights thut they
will be able to see in a few years time
ten times the population in the coal
indusiry that I have pointed out. To
show members the value of the industry
and bhow it has from time to time
increased in importance, T will read just
a few figures in connection with the out-
put. The particulars are very short, and
will not weary members.

1899, 54,000; in 1900, 118,000; in 19501,
117.000; in 1902, 140,000; in 1903,
133,000; in 1904, 138,000; in 1905,
127,000; and this half-year, 71,000 a
lotal output roughly speaking of 900,000
tous, of the value of about half-g-million.

Mr. HorLmax: How much was sold
vutside the Stute departments ?

Mz, EWING: The hon. member can
easily arrive at that, because the sales to
the Railway Departrnent are about
100,000 tons per annum, which leaves
about 40,000 or 50,000 tons sold outside.

M=x. HoLmaw : Nearly 120,000.

Mr. EWING: I am not worrying
about that. That only goea to back up
my argunment. I say it is necessary for
the raitways to burn this coal at the
price stated by Dr. Jack, the value being
10s. a ton under the existing condi-
tions. Iam not going to say that the
companies have a large private trade, but
they have a certain amount of private
trade. We want the Railway Depart-
ment to show their confidence in this
State by burning the product of this
State, giving employment to the people
of Western Australia. This is all [
am asking. I am not asking for any
concession. I am only asking them to
adopt this report, which will s0 greatly
advunce not only the interests of Collie,
but the interests of Western Australia;
and ean it not be done¥ Are we to be
at every twist and turn confronted with
the argument that it does not pay?
Does it pay for our men to be leaving the
State ? Does it pay for them to be out
of employment? No. I say, reduce the
freights, help the industry along, and
we shall bave a great and prosperous
country ; but we shall never bave it if
we continue to run the railways on com-
mercial lines. I feel sure that the
member for Mount Margaret agrees with
me. [Mr. Tavror: Then it will be the
first time that we have agreed.] I feel sure
that he does; and I look forward with
pleasure to his support on this important
question. 1 do not think that T have
wearied the House; because many mem-
bers, if they had had this question to
deal with, this volume to go through
and these figures to place before the
House, might have thought it necessary

Prior to 1899, | to go into detail; but I take it for
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granted that members will now read the
report.,

Mr. Scappan: Wae have all read it.

Me. EWING : I am glad to hear that,
and feel sure thatif the hon. member
has read it he ¢annot but agree with the
opinions I express to-day. The freight
question I would eominend to his earnest
consideration. It is absolutely the crux
of the whole position. As to this report,
I wish again to saythat [, as representing
the coal industry, would not for a
mament ask any concession for that
industry ; and in asking for the adoption
of the report 1 am not asking for any
concession. We at Collie are asking
anly for fair play and justice; we ore
asking that this State, through the Rail-
way Department, shall pay the price which
has been fixed and recommended by Dr.
Jack,after exhaustive trialsand inguiries,
a8 1 fair and equitable charge for this pro-
duet. It cannot be said that I am trying
to bolster up the industry. It has been
said in the House and throughout the
State that pe&;i)le are tired of hearing
about Cellie coal. But now I am trying
to relieve them of the necessity for hear-
ing of it in future.

M=z. Tayror: The farmers are tired of
it.

Mz. EWING: There are plenty of
farming representatives here who are
able to take care of themselves and to
defend their constituants. I shallnot go
into the question of the fires. It bas
never yet been proved that Collie enal
was responsible for them. 1 wish only
to point out that the basis of payment
for this article, which 18 of an inferior
character to the iwmported article, is its
true value based upou the carriage.

M=z. Scappaw: If you advocate a pre-
ferential rate, T cannot, agree with you at
all.

Mr. EWING : That is the basis—its
efficiency, after giving due consideration
to its carriage, owing to its being an in-
ferior article. I recommend the perusal of
this report to the serious comsideration
of members, and venture the opinion that
it is not possible for any fair-minded
man to say—and [ do not believe it will
be said—that any concession is asked by
me for the industry. 1 ask only for the
commercial value of this coal; I ask the
Government to see that the products of
the State are used for the benefit of its
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people. If that is done we shall have
not only w successful coal industry, but
hundreds of successful industriesthrough-
out the State.

Me. Tavror: We wish to know what
the coal has cost this State up to date.

Mr. EWING: That interjection may
or may not be pertinent; but it is beside
thequestion. [ Mzr, TavrLor: No.] You
cannot recall the past. If you counsider
that it has cost the State too much, how
are you to recover the money ? Now you
have a successful industry and u large
amount of people employed. Think of
the future and bury the past.

Mz. Tavior: We cavnot remain
ignorant in spite of experience.

Mgr. EWING: I do pot think it'
possille to accuse the hon. member of
ignorance, He has certain facts on which
he arrives at certain conclusions. Possibly
I may be able to refute his arguments,
and to prove that there has been no loas
from the use of Collie coal. Is not the
fact that we have a large population and
an industry established in our midat some
compensation for what the hon. member
may consider a loss ?

Me. Tayror: I do not know what the
coal has cost this State; so I cannot say.

Me. EWING: It may in the hon.
member’s opinion bave cost & good deal;
but even if it has cost the State some-
Lthing, is it not. necessary for the State to
establish an industry and to make a
certain sacrifice in securing that establish-
ment ? .

Mz. Tavror: The coal bas had a ten-
years trisl.

Mr. Scappan: The Government are
the largest consumers. Why do they
not preduce the coal themselves ¥ They
spent money ia building workshops at
Midland Junetion to produee rolling-
stock. Why not produces the coal P

Mr. EWING: That is a different
aspeet of the question, and does not pre-
vent the hon. member’s giving dne con-
gideration to the present position. If the
hon. member or the party he represents
should be in power, and say that is the
proper policy, they can carry it out.
When they were in power, they ¢id not
carry it out. I read paragraph 127 of the
report, giving Dr. Jack’s opinion on this
very queation that justice would not
be done to those who bave been in-
duced to put their capital into the
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industry if such a course were pursued,
unless full compensation were paid.
As § pointed out, it is not possible for
the State to find money to compensate
those engaged in this or any other indus-
try. Therefore we have to face the pre-
sent position, and to see whether we can
evolve some schemne such as I have placed
before members ns cleariy as T am able,
and which T commend to their serious
congideration. I thank members for
their attention, and T believe Lhat the
outcome of this motion will settle once
and for all the Collie coal-mining
industry ; and if I do that, I shall at
any rate have done something to prove
myself worthy of being the member for
Collie.

On motion by Mz. HoLyan, debate
adjourned.

MOTION—FISHING INDUSTRY, TO
INQUIRE.
Mr. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco) moved:

That a select committee, consisting of three
members, be appointed to inquire into the
condition of the fishing industry, with a view
to determining—1, The circumstances that
prevent the supply of fish to the public at a
reasonable price; 2, The causes which debar
persons of British origin from engaging in
that industry.

He said : I have been requested by mem-
bers in another place to submit a proposal
which may be transmitied to the Legis-
lative Council, in order that this may
become a joint select committes; and as
there are two members of ancther place
who have a consideruble knowledge of
this matter, it seems to me desirable to
guin the benefit of their wisdom and ex-
‘perience. My motion does not need
lengthy support. The position in

of the year, no matter how plentiful
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Australia, as in other States and other
countries, the fishing industry, whether
in regard to the capture of fish or to
their disposal to the public afterwards,
has fallen alinost entirely into the bands
of persons of two foreign races, many of
whom, unfortunately, as they handle
foodstuffs, are not of altogether cleanly
habits. Tt is unnecessary for me to give
particulars ; but I could cite discoveries
1n individual fish shops that would cause
the hair of members almost to stand
on end, if they bave any. But [ have
personal knowledge of Britishers who
have entered this industry, of men who
have opened fish shops and have enden.
voured tu cater for the wants of the

+ public, and have been absolutely unable

to carry on business, first because they
could not purchase fish, seeing that the
large number of boats sent out from
Fremantle were the actual property of
some of the big men running shops io
Perth and Fremantle; secondly, hecause
of the fact that the fish sold in Perth
were invariably offered to the aliens
engaged in the trade; and thirdly, that
in a large number of cases the sales were
conducted in « foreign languags. I have
known two persous who have bad to retire,
after attempting to carry on this business,
simpl fy because they could not purchase
fish from members of the foreign fish
ring. This ring has prevailed for some
years past. I am aware ihat efforts
have from time to time been directed by
municipal authorities towards dealing
with the question; but these efforts have
not so far been snccessful. Since I gave
notice of this motion 1 learn that the
Fremantle niunicipal uuthorities ave
again trying to deal with the matter, nod

~intend shortly to establish public fish-
‘Western Australia is that at all times

fish may be, it is difficult if not impos- .
sible for the ordinary bouseholder to -

obtain any fish food except at exor-
bitant prices. Every member here who is
a householder has personal knowledge of
the difliculty of obtaining fish even when
fish are most plentiful. We know that
when the catches are very large, the
practice has been time after time to

caught, solely to keep prices aus high as
possible to the consumer. We know also
that for some years past in Western

markets; but we have fish caught in the
Swan and fish sold at Perth as well asat
Fremantle. We bave also in this part
of the State the bage to which the fish
are brought to supply the greater por-
tion of the population of Western Aus.
tralia. Therefore we should deal with
this question, not in the interest either
of Fremantle or of Perth alone, but in
the interests of these places and of the

" rest of the State in which the fish ave
destroy any unduly large number of fish |

consumed. Albany and Geraldton will
of course receive their fair share of con-
sideration. I think T have said enough,
coupled with what hon. members know
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of their own knowledpe, to justify my
request that the House shall aunthorise
the appointment of a select committee ;
and I shall not at the present stage
attempt to indicate my opinion of the
direction in which the remedy lies, bot
I trust that the House will agree to my
motion.

Me. W. B. GORDON (Canning): I
second the motion.

Question put and passed.

SELECT COMMITTEE TO BE JOINT,

Me. SPEAKER: Tt would be neces-
sary to ballot for two members.

Mer. HARDWICK: Was it too late
to suggest that the number should be
increased to five, because we recngnised
that the interests of Perth, Fremantle,
and Albany were at sinke in this ques-
tion ?

Mg. SPEAKER: The hon. mewber
must not make a speech. It was at the
request of the member for Subiaco that
the motion was amended with the object
of having the Upper House also joined
in a joint select committee. Standing
Order 330 said :—

Select committees shall, unless the House

shall otherwise direct, consist of five members,
whereof one shall be the mover.
The hon. member was toa late now, Tt
would be necessary in this case to only
put down two names. The mover of
course stood in in the ordinary way.

Ballot taken and a select committee
appointed, consisting of Mr. Bolton and
Mr. Gordon, also Mr. iaglish as mover;
with power to call for persons and
papers, and to sit during any adjourn-
ment of the House; to report on the
15th August.

On motion by Mr. Daarnisn, the resolu-
tion was transmitted to the Legislative
Couneil, also requesting the Council to
appoint a similar committee with power
to confer with the committee of the
Assembly.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS.

At 630, Me. SPEAXER said: Before
leaving the Chair I desire to draw the
attention of the House to Standing Order
214, which says:—

If all motions shall not bave been disposed
of two hours after the time fixed for the meet-
ing of the House, the debate thereon eghall be
adjourned unless otherwise nrdered, and the
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Orders of the Day taken in rotation; but if
there should be no Order of the Day, the dis-
cuagion may he continued. The debate on
motions may be resumed after the Orders of
the Day are disposed of, on motion to that
effect being put nnd paassed.
It will therefore Le necessary when we
reassemble at 7-30 for some motion to be
made.

Tae PREMIER: Let it be done now.
I mmove '“ That notices of motion be con-
tinued after the adjournment.”

Question passed.

At 630, the Sreaxer left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

MOTION—RAILWAY FREIGHTS AND
LOCAL INDUSTRIES,
Mr. A. J. WILSON (Forrest) moved;

That in the opinion of thiz House it ia de-
girable to revise the exiating railway freights,
with & view to promoting the welfare of local
industries.

He said: In rising to address myself to
the motion standing in my name, I recog-
nise that T have in this motion Lrought
before the House in specific form one of
the most important questions that is
likely to engage the attention of the
House during the present session of
Parlinment, We bave involved in this
question, in iy opinion, one of the most
important issues uffecting the ultimate
condition of the industrial workers in
Western Australia to-day. The posilion
of our Railway Department, as I under-
stand it and as the iustructions have
been given by the present Commissioner
of Railways, is that the department exists
primarily not for the purpose of encourag-
ing or fostering or promoting the well-
being of the local industries of this
State, but primarily, for the purpose of
earning profits along commercial lines.
One can readily undersiand, under ordi-
nary circumstances, that the desirve of the
general manager of a big spending de-
partment like this, who bas practically
the sole control of this important depart-
ment, would be, to avery large extent, to
maintain his reputation along the lines of
successful working ; and his muin care
therefore would not be, as I think it
ought to be, to promote the well-
being of the industries of the State,
which are so closely allied to the well-
being and prosperity of the people of the
State. I awm afraid that as things stand
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in Western Australia to.day in con-
nection with the Railway Department,
owing to the freights which are levied hy
the department for carrying commeodities
over the railways, the cost of living, so
far as the bulk of our Stute are con-
cerned, is very materially affected indeed.
In this connection I want to appeal to
every membey representing every interest
in this Chamber to endeavour to bring
to bear on this question a consideration
for the best interests of the whole State
in common., If we tuke our great gold-
mining industry, for instance, I think it
will be agreed by those members who
represent gold-mining centres, that the
railway freights exercise a very important.
bearing upon the industrial and social
eonditions of the people living on onr
goldfields. We are frequently and re-
peatedly told that if it were not for the
enrnings of the railways which directly
serve the great gold-wining portions of
this State, instead of the railways being
a profit-earning institution they would
be run at an all-round loss. This may
or way not be true, for unfortnnately we
have no means at present of discriminat-
ing between the earning capacity of any
one particular section of our Railway
Department and any other particulur
gection. What I want to empbaaise, so
far an our Railwny Department is con-
cerned, is that it has a most material
bearing on the cost of living, and con-
sequently a most material bearing on the
question of the abundance of employmnent
in this State. 'We cannot dissociate the
two facts, that the high cost -of wages is
largely determined by the high cost of
living. At all events, it has been gene-
rally admitted to be so; therefore, if the
high cost of wages is brought about by
the high cost of living, il necessarily
follows that a high cost of production is
chargeable to the industries of the State,
and these industries have to labour
under heavier imposts and charges
than would otherwise be the case. It
strikes me that it is not very mate-
rial, after all, whether wages are
high or low; the main consideration is
the bearing or relation of wages when
they are earned to the commodities of
existence. If, for instance, we can, by
economising in our cost of production,

increase the purchasing power of the
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sovereign to say 25s., then in these
circumstances, even if we have to suffer
for the time-being a slight reduction of
wages, that would not in any degree
depreciate the value of the reward paid
for services rendered, but it would in
many cases materially appreciate the
ability of the industries to carry on upon
profitable lines, which i not the case
to-day. No one wants to see any inter-
ference with the existing rate of wages, if
we can so alter the economic couditions
of our State as that it will be possible to
distribute per mediom of the wage-
earners the greatest amount possible in
the shape of wages, salaries, and so on.
In order 1o do this, we do pot want
merely to distribute wages, but we want
an amount of employment at the same
time that will be calcnlated to provide
ample opportunity for the extenwion of
industries, which will mean the employ-
ment of our population along lines advan.
tageous and profitable to the State. Ido
not propose personally to deal with more
than one aspect of this question, which,
I take it, is one which can be dealt with
very exbhaustively and intelligently from
an agricultural standpoint by these
members who represent that industry,
and it can be dealt with equally so by
those who represent mining con-
stituencies. And I have no doubt these
members will be in a positjon to satisfy
the House and the country that a reduc-
tion of railway charges can be made with
advantage to both these industries. Per-
gonally I have endeavoured to confine
my inquiries particularly and almost
exclusively to that industry which I have
the honour to represent in this House;
and it is with that aspect of the
qluestion that I shall deal almost ex.
clusively, leaving it to the other members
representing other industries to give the
benefit of their opinions to this Houase
with regard to the industries which they
vepresent. Dealing with the timber in-
dustry, I want right at the outset
to ask members to disabuse their minda
of opinions that have naturally, or other-
wise, occupied a very considerable portion
of public opinion, in arriving at a con-
clusion in regard to this very important
matter. We cannot disguise the fact

. that, rightly or wrongly, the fair, legi-
reduce the cost of living, if we can .

timate and equitable consideration of this
question as it affects the timber industry
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bas to an alarming extent been perverted
by the fact that there happens to bea
combination of ecompanies practically con-
trolling the timber industry in Western
Australia to-day. There can be no douht
about it that the set which basbeen made
on the Combine, as a Combine, has to a
very large extent prevented the possibility
of that free, intelligent und equitable
consideration being devoted to this ques-
tion which it deserves if considered on
its merits entirely. It has for a long
time been thought that this is a question
which affected only the prioeipal pro-
ducing company engaged in the timber
industry. That is not so, as wmembers
who read the report of the deputation
which waited on the Premier on Friday
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morning last, and which was reported at -

considerable length in the puablic Press
on Saturday, will recognise. At all events,
if the conception may have been justified

that it was purely, wholly and solely a

Combine question, at once and for all the
deputation which waited on the Premier
last Priday removes this question from
the urena of being merely a Combine
question. There can be no gainsaying
that fact, when we find the representa-
tives of 20 saw-milling firms of this State
all outside the purview of the Combine
are prepared to approach the Premier of
the State and present a ease to which
there could be one answer and one
answer only, a case that bears out in the
fullest detail every statement that has
been made by the pringipal company,
and every statement that has been
made by myself in regard to this
matter. This is no new question with
me. I recognised nearly 18 monthaago the
geriousness and gravity of the position. T
took a certain stand then, having one
object to serve primarily, to maintain in
the State an industry that it already had,
and secondly to maintain that trade and
industry on auch terms and conditions as
would prevent the necessity for a reduec-
tion or any interference with the indus-
trinl conditions of the workers engaged
init. Anyone who has been as closely
associated with that induostry us I have
cannot come to any other conclusion than
that so far as the rate of wages paid and
the industrial conditions ruling in the
timber industry are concerned, it is abso-
lutely out of the question and beyond the
hounds of reasonableness to expect the

and Local Industries.

workers in that industry to make any ad-
ditional sacrifices for the purpose of ayais-
ting to earry ou the industry in the State.
It is generally stated that a minimum
wage of Ba. per day is a fair and reason-
able minimum to be applied to most of
the industrial concerns of this State; but
we find that in the timber industry a very
large proportion of the workers have to
accept a minimum wage of 6d. a day less
than what is ordinarily conceived to be a
fair wage. Many of the workers in the
timber industry are to-day working 50%
hours per week for a remuneration of
75. 6d. per day. The cost of living—
this being to a very large extent attrib-
utable to the isolation of these works—
is higher in my opinion than in wmost
portions of this State. Therefore, having
regard to these circnmstances, baving
regard to the isolation, to the cost of living,
and to the already low minimum which
is now ruling in that industry, I think
we can without any farther consideration
or argument dismiss once and for all
from our minds the proposal that it is
for one moment possible to give any relief
to this industry along the line of inter-

; fering with the industrial workers in the

industry. What is the position so far as
the industry is concerned ¥ Prior to 1902,
when a review of the railway tariff took
place, certain imposts and certain in-
creases were added to railway freights
and wharfage charges, and since then
several other incidental smaller charges
have also been added as an additional
impost upon this industry. The effect
has been that an annual charge has been
added to this productive industry of ap-
proximately £63,000. Perhaps had the
industry continued as there was a reason-
able probability at that time of its con-
tinuing and had we been free frowm the
competition which has since assailed us
in the markets of the world, to a large
extent it might have been possible for the
industry to carry on and bear that charge,
and I do not for a moment hesitate to
say that if the profitable vature of
the industry were such as would secure
to the workers engaged in it reason-
able living conditions, and at the same
time procure to those people who have
mvested thetr capital in the business a
fair and reasonable return upon their
money, I think we should be perfectly
right in agking that industry to bear as
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large a charge as possible for those rail-
way services, so long as we were not by
50 doing prejudicing the vast interests of
that industry. But what has been the
effect? Almost simultaneously with the
adding of the extra charges which took
place in 1902, after the people engnged
in the business had spent large sums of
money for the purpose of popularsing
the merita of our Western Australian
timber upon the markets of the world,
atteotion was directed to the merits of
timbers in the Eastern Btates of Aus-
tralin, not becuuse of any demonstration
of apecial 1iperits or advantages as
against our local timbers, but mainly and
primarily becaunse of the special induce-
ment in the watter of price which was
thrown out by the possibilities of develop-
ing the Eastern States trade. 1 believe
this is a perfectly sound statement to
make, that had there been no increase in
the uwnposts of May, 1902, it would not
huve been posaible for the Eastern States
people to take advantage of the markets
which we had at considerable expense in
the wmatter of time and considerable
expense in money built up for our-
selves, reaching the high standard of
to-day, a trade worth practically three-
quarters of a million of money every year.
One of the strongest features of our
ability to mainlain and carry on our trade
in the past has to a very large extent been
in cases where time was perhaps more
important. to the completion of the con-
tract than was the matter of price, and
in cases of that kind of course with the
magnificent development and the magni-
ficent plant, also the great number of
employees we had in the industry and
the high state penerally of efliciency
which existed in regard to our in-
dustry here, it was possible for us to
supply our timbers to the markets of the
world for big contracts in a lesser space
of time than was possible for it to be
done so far as the Eastern States were
concerned. But every order of that kind
they got in the Bastern States when they
were fighting their way for extending
their trade was providing them with the
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of building up the magnificent plant we
bave in Western Australin to-day. These
charges have been made, and I think
they have bad a most serious effect.
Some members wmay say there has not
been a very serious fulling off in regard
to the returns for the export of timber.
When those members whoe vely upon that
argument tell us that the exports of
timber have preatly increased since the
year 1900 and huave reached their highest
level in 1905, approximately £700,000
for export timber, T want them to ask
themselves seriously whether we can cut
this year such orders as were obtained in
1505 for the timber mills of our State.
The Premier in reply to a deputation
last Friday —he told us the figures are
approximate—said, having regard to
interstate exchanges, that they amounted
last year to about £78,000 in value and
the oversea export beyond the Common.
wealth to nearly £620,000, giving as prac-
tically £700,000 worth of export. What
is the position to-day ? For the first six
months of this year we find that the
total exports of hardwood timbers have
reached the value approximately of
£244.000. But in the early portion of
this year—for the first three months at
all events—there was in process of com-
pletion one of the biggest contracts that
ever came to the State of Western
Australia, a contract to supply I think
25,000 loads of 9ft. 10in. by 5in. sleepers,
involving something like 400,000 sleapers.
This contract was not completed uatil
after the expiration of the first three
months of this year, and consequently a
very considerable portion of the £244,000
worth of timber which has gone out of
the State during the first six montha of
this year is due to the fact that there was
the tail-end or completion of the final
export regarding the coniract received or
secured during the previous year. We
have also to bear in wmind that since the
clgse of last year, since the completion

- of the last big contract secured by

means of eventually developing their

business on conditions which would
enable them to overtake whatever advan-
tages we had gained in the matter of the
expenditure of money and in the matter
of the development of our indusiry and

Millars of 25,000 .1oads for India, there
has practically not been a single order
for export timber coming to the State of
‘Western Australia. One or two small

- trivial orders no doubt for special kinds

of timber have been received, and because
they were for special kinds of timber we
bave a special advantage in the matter of
price. I thiok this sufficiently serious
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and alarming to justify every stand,
every move, and every step I have taken,
to justify every statement I have made
in regard to the serious and eritical
position of the industry in Western Aus-
tralia. I do not propose to weary myself
or to weary the House with 3 disquisition
whether, for the services rendered by the
railway department, the charges now
levied upon the timber industry of this
State are or are not excessive. As I have
already said, if the industry could bear
those charges under the conditions I have
enumerated, which I think are perfectly
fair, namely, securing fair industrial eon.
ditions for the workers, and to the
employers a fair and reasonable return
for the capital invested in the business,
if they ecould do that and pay the
charges as they stand to.day, those
charges would, I think, he perfectly
legitimate and perfectly justifiable. But
we must not consider this question from
the position as to whether or not these
charges now being levied are or are not
reagonable. We have to consider the
question from the standpoint of the
existence of one of the most important
industries in this State. We have to
consider the importance of it to our
railway department, because it represents
practically 20 per cent. of the goods
carried on our railways, and this trafic is
the third highest in tonnage carried over
the whole of our railway system. The
socond highest is I understand fire-
wood and ¢ other minerals,” T think it is
80 classified, which include stone, lime,
and articles like that. We should recog-
nise the volume of this business to our
railway department, and recognise also
the fact that it is mot an industry in
which the people of the State are living
on one another, but an industry which is
responsible for bringing every year into
this State, if it ie wisely catered for and
fostered, three-quarters of a million of
foreign capital to be cireulated-—amongst
whom ? To be circulated in fostering
other industries in the State. From
£350,000 to £360,000 of that sum is
circulated directly in wages amongst the
workers, and I think it is safe to say that
at the present time from £110,000 to
£120,000 is circulated in the State per
medium of the railway department, and
a very considerable portion is circulated
through the State per medium of the
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agricnltural industry in the way of pro-
viding fodder and foodstuffs for the
cattle engaged in the industry, and in the
way of providing food for the workers
engaged in the industry. Onecan readily
realise that with an industry involving
such important counsiderations as these
and responsible for the distribution of
50 large an amount of money, the real
question at 1zssue for consideration is,
can we afford in the interests of our
State to sacrifice a portion of ocur railway
revenua for the purpose of enabling us to
carry on this industry; or shall we,
ratber than sacrifice a small portion of
our railway receipts, sacrifice the in-
dustry and allow the whole trade to
go to the Eastern States of Australia ?
That is really the crux of the whole
question. Of course, for the time being,
I leave out of consideration, because I do
not think it calls for conmsideration, the
possibility of granting relief to this
important industry by interfering with
the industrial conditions of the workers
in the State. Whilst I recognise that we
have not mecessarily much need to con-
sider whether the existing rates are
high or low, yet T shall degm it necessary,
just by way of comparison, to refer mem-
bers to the pogition taken up by Govern-
ments in the Eastern States with regard
to this industry, where it depends to a
greater or less extent on railway facilities,
But before doing that, I wish to say,
farthermore, that at my instigation an
in]-n]]juiry was held into this business. It
will be remembered that some 15 or 18
months ago the workers in the timber
industry were threatened with a serious
reduction in wages. Being seized of the
gravity of the pasition and desirous of
averting such a calamity, I called a con-
ference of representatives of the workers,
and we met the employers’ representu-
tives at Bunbury in May, 1905. I held
tbat the gravity of the position warrnnted
some investigation, and subsequently
that if the question were referred to the
Court of Arbitration there was only one
means by which that court could give
relief to the industry—by throwing the
whole of the burden on the workers’
shoulders. I desired to avoid that pos-
sibility, and to have an investigation
into the general question, with a view
to arriving at some decision as to
whether we could afford to make cer-
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fain sacrifices of our State rvevenue
for the purpose of keeping this in-
dustry afloat. Unfortunately, I did not
succeed in keeping this dispute from the
Arbitration Court; but I did eventually
succeed in getling an inquiry, and the
result of that inquiry proves conclusively
—-although there are one or two rather
contradictory paragraphs in the report—
that some assistance must be given to the
industry if it is to be carried on. What
do the inquiry board propose? A redue-
tion in raalway freizhts, which reduction,
ag the Premier has heen good enough to
tell us ip his policy speech at Bunbury,
will involve a loss of £17,000 to the Rail-
way Department; and in addition they
farther recommend a reduction of the
wharfage charges which will involve
another sacrifice of public revenue to the
extent of £6,000. On these iwo items
alone I understand that the reduection
will amouni to £23,000. Thatis not all.
Not only ure the board prepared to re-
commend the Government to sacrifice
£23,000 of public revenue ; but they re-
commend the Government to build spe-
cial railways for the purpose of fostering
the industry. And if weadda reasonable
allowance for the capital cost of vailways
to open up our timber areas and fresh
avenues for the industry, we can safely
say that the sacrifice to the country will
be much nearer £30,000 than £23,000 per
year. I mention this because some people
geem to think that I, as a representative
of the workers, have in this matter taken
a rather peculiar stand. The stand I
have taken may by some be deemed pecu-
liar; but the only consideration that
concerns me personally is whether the
stand is calculated to serve the best inte-
rests of the people. And if it will do
that, I shall not concern myself at all
with the nauseous criticism that bas been
horled against me for taking this particular
stand. But I cannot help feeling a cer-
tain pride in recognising that I bave been
prepared to take this stand not to-day,
not vesterday or the day before, but
fifteen months ago, recognisiug the ouly
manner in which the rights of the
workers in the timber industry vould

be conseryed. I took that stand when’

it was unpopular to do so; and it is
eocouraging to know that all the investi-
gations that are being and that are likely
to be made only go to prove that the
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position I took up fifteen months ago was
the absolutely right and true position to
take. 1 do not wish to drag in any per-
sonal matters at this stage. When it
becomes necessary for me to deal with
them on the hustings in my own elec-
torate I shall be ready. But what is the
position to-day # Having regard to all
the inquiries made, to all the reports, to
the indisputable evidence placed before
the country by those directly interested,
do not these all prove couclusively that a
need does exist for some relief to be given
to the industry ? That the people in the
Eastern States can sell their timber at
lower rates than we can sell oors i1a, I
think, also indisputable; and it does not
matter whether workers in the East are
getting more or lesa for their labour than
the workers 1n Western Anstralia. If,
for inatance, the hewing rate in Queens-
land for a @ feet by 10-inch by 5-inch
sleeper were 58. instead of 1s. 6d.,and if it
is possible for the people in Queensland
to do as they have done-—as is proved by
the returns printed in the report of
the Timber Inquiry Board—sell their
timber at 76s, 8d. a load c¢.if. India, and
we capnot pay our way at less than about
95s., what is the position ?  Does it matter
whether the Queensland hewer is or is
not getting 5s. a sleeper? The funda-
mental fuct is not how much the indi-
vidual worker is getting for bis labour,
but what is the price at which timber
exporters are prepared to sell their pro-
duct in the marketa of the world. If
their timber is admitiedly as good as
ours—not to say it is any better—and if
it can be procured so much cheaper,
how can we possibly hope to induce
the buyer of timber in the world’s
markets to pay us a higher price
for our timber, merely becauee our
railway freights are higher, because
our wages are higher, and cost of
living higher? The average man who
wishes to buy a commodity never stops
for a moment to consider that aspect of
the case; and if you asked him to con.
sider it he would quickly tell you it was
no business of his; that he had, say,
£500,000 which he wished to exchange
for Australian hardwoods, and that he
was striving to get the most he could for
his money, 1If there are in Queensland,
New South Wales, and Tasmania, people
prepared to supply timber much cheaper
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than the timber of Western Australia
can be supplied, then it follows as the
night the day that orders will necessarily
be placed in the Eastern States. We know
that some time ago a littie trouble arose in
the timber industry. The timber-hewers
were led out on strike, on the lst March;
and they are to.day no mpearer the
realisation of the object for which they
struck than they were on the day they
went out. And obviously it is impossible
for them to be any nearer, because of the
circowstances ut the base of the whole
business. We may do what we like in
the way of coercion, or strikes,or lock-
outs; but we cannot coerce the buyer of
timber 1o pay us a higher price than the
price at which exporters in the Eastern
States are willing tosell. And so long as
he can get timber at the prices for which
the Timber Inquiry Board admit it can
be procured, so long will he continue to
buy timber from the East. T am quot-
ing from a return seat to the board from
our Agent General’s office.  Attached to
the Agent General's letter is a list of
tenders opened on the 6th November for
the supply of 400,000 sleepers for India ;
and the average quotes by the different
States were: New South Wales, 91s.94d. ;
Tusmania, 80s. ; and Western Australia,
98s. 9d. per load, c.1.f., delivered free of.all
charges. Fartber particulars are given as
to other contracts accepted during 1905,
Only two refer to India, which for the
time being is the most important market
for Australian hardwoods; and the re-
turn shows that New South Wales
exporters accepted a contract, c.if. Cal.
cutta, at 80s. Bd. per load, whilst the
Queensland people accepted a contract
for the same-sized sleepers, same kind of
timber, delivered under the same con-
ditions in Bombay, for 76s. 8d. per load.
The Tasmanian tender was as low as
72s. 8d. In face of these facts it is
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needless to go farther for the funda- °

mental reason for the falling-off in the
export timber trade during the first six
months of the present year.
moment 1
attention of the House to the report of

For a .
should like to direct the
- referrved.

the Commissioner of Railways till the -

30th June, 1905. Attached to the report
is Appendix M, which shows the number
of passengers booked at each station, the
revenue from passenger traffic, the local

timber freight, the total gouds freight, |
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the goods revenue, the total revenue for
each station for the previous year,
the total revenue for the current year
with which it deals, and columns showing
the increase and the decrease respectively.
I gather from 4 perusal of that return
that during the year 1904.5 there was a
falling off in revenue to the extent of
£28,556, as compared with 1903-4, from
ning timber stations on the South-Wes.
tern Railway. There may be some
reason for this. The probabilitics are
that the Minister for Railways will be
able to find some excuse for this huge
decrease in the revenue from these par-
ticular stations ; but the report unques-
tionably discloses that there has been a
falling off in revenue from these nine
principal timber stations on the South-
Western Railway, amounting to no lessa
sum than £28,556. So far as our present
railway charges are concerned, it will he
interesting to members to know that the
increases in rates in 1902 were some-
what stupendous. For instance, if we
take the principal stations we will see
some interesting figures. Yarloop, which
is perhaps the biggest timber-producing
centre in the State, is distant 37 miles
from Bunbury, and the present rate per
ton is 6s. 1d., while prior to the incresse
in 1902 the rate was 3s. 11d. per ton, a
difference of 2s. 2d. per ton, or an increase
of 55 per cent. From Wokalup to Bun-
bury the distance is 26 miles, and the
increase was equivalent to 3s. per ton, or
72 per cent. From Worsley, another big
timber station, to Bunbury the increase
was 62 per cent. The increase from
Dardanup to Bunbury was 69 per cent.
When we Lear in mind that the freight
paid by Millars from these stations
amounted in 1905 to £90,000, we can
appreciate at a glance the effect the
increases bave had on that particular
part of the industry. A still more
interesting comparison is that which
deals with the position su far us the rail-
way rafes 1o the Bastern States and Wes-
tern Australia are concerned. I will take
again the same stations to which 1 have
We start with Dardanup,
nine miles from Bunbury, In this retura
for the purpose of more effectual com-
parison I bave included the existing
wharfage rate of Western Australia so as
to bring concretely before members the
whole charge in Western Australia as
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compared with the complete charge in
Queensland and New South Wales.

Tue PrEMIER: What is the minimum
mileage ? ‘

Mer. A.J. WILSON : The minimum is
25 miles. The local rate for 25 miles ia
a penny per mile plus 1s. 11d.  Taking
Dardanup, which is one of the most im-
portant milling centres of this State, nine
miles from Bunbury, the Western Aus-
tralian rate for freight and wharfage
inclusive would be 6s. 8d. per load.
According to the New South Wales and
Queensland rates now existing, the rate
for precisely the same service would be
28, 6d. per load, or 4s. 2d.lower. In this
case our rate is approximately 166 per
cent. higher.

Tre Premier: Take a distance of 20
miles.

Me. A. J. WILSON: I am taking
them in order to show the direct effect of
comparison as it applies to the mills we
have already in Western Australia. I
have started with Dardanu) because it
happens to be pearest to a port. From
Wokalup, ‘26 miles to Bunbury, the
‘Western Australian rate of freight and
wharfage is 10s. 8d., as compared with
4s, 7d. in Queensland, a difference of
6s. 1d. per lead, or 133 per cent. higher,
and as compared with 5s. 2d. per load in
New South Wales, a difference of 5s. 6d.,
or our rate iy 105 per cent. higher, At
Mornington, for which Wokalaup is the
siding, there are two of the finest wills
engaged in the hardwood trade south of
the line. I do not think there can be
any doubt but that paying 6s. 1d. higher
than the Queensland rate and 5s. 6d.
higher than the New South Wales rate
for the same distance, on the enormous
quantity of timber despatched from that
locality, wust be a serious impost on
the timber industry in that locality.
From Worsley to Bunbury the rate
of freight and wharfuge is 11s. 3d. as
against 5s. 2d. in Queensland and 58. 8d.
in New South Wales, a difference of 116
per cent. and 160 per cent. respectively.
Take Yarloop on the obe branch and
Kirrup on the other, the Donnybrook-
Bridgetown line, a distance of 37 miles to
Bunbury, the local rate inclusive of
wharfage is 12s. 3d. per load, as against
6s. 1d. in Queensland and 6s. 8d. in New
South Wales, a difference of 6s. 2d. in
the one case and 5s. 7d. in the other.
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Tae Premier: When you compare
our timber rates with the Queensland
rates you must bear iu mind they do
not send tiniber under a distance of 60
miles.

Mr. A. J. WILSON: Yes; they send
timber over a distance considerably less
than 60 miles; but the average distance
would be about 65 miles. Of course in
gome parte of Queensland they take
timber over the railways for 200 iniles.
That timber is in the round, and is not
timber that competes with us in the
ordinary export trade, being used prin-
cipully for the building trade and scant-
lings.

Twr TreasvrEr: How far do they
carry sleepers in Queensland ?

Mr. A J. WILSON : The average dis-
tance would be about 65 or 70 miles, I
should say. Of course I am only taking
these comparisons that deal with actuali-
ties. TFrom Greenbushes to Bunbury, a
distance of 52 miles, the local rate of
freight und wharfage is 14s. 4d., whereas
in Queensland it i1s 8s. 4., or Ba. less,
and in New South Wales 8s. 9d., or
58. 7d. less. In addition to this increase
in connection with freight and wharfage,
we have to add also the charge of 3d. per
ton, equivalent to 5d. per load, for Lush
haulage, for the privilege the companies
enjoy of hauling Government trucks over
their own lines. There are also other
charges for chaing, tarpauling and things
like that; and storage charges have
been recently added. Tor instance,
on the Donnybrook-Bridgetown Rail-
way, if a contractor were completing a
back order for sleepers and wanted
to get in sufficient to enable him to
loud probably a whole train or four or
five trucks, instead of loading them out
of the dray into the truck right away
e would require io stack the sleepers
until he had sufficient accumulated to
load as many trucks as would be con-
venient for him; but while he is doing
this, the Railway Department charge
him an impost for the right of placing
the timber there where it has ne possible
chance in the world of interfering with
traffic from any other source, in spite of
the fact that the timber is stacked there
not only for the convenience of the con-
tracter but also for the convenience of
the Railway Department, because it muat
be apparent that if the department can
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load a complete train and can run out
empty trucks to-day and an engine and
brake-van to-morrow to take back the
loaded trucks, the work must be done
more economically and cheaply than if
the department had to pick up two or
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three trucks to-d.y, a few to-morrow, and -

four or five the next duy. I only show
that disparity in order to emphasise that
the Governments in the Eastern States
are doing something of a very practical

and tangible nature to encourage what has

already started, the appropriation or

steal of the Western Australian timber -

trade. Some people may say that if we
are going to epoon-feed this industry—
it has been said already—we have no
grarantee that in a certain period of

time we will not have another demand .
ulong the same lines for still farther °

concessions. I quite recognise the pus.
gibility of that demand, but I also
recognise that when the demand comes
along we shall be prepared to deal with
it on its merits, just as we are prepared
now to deal with this demand on its
merits as put befure the country to-day.
It is time to consider what attitude we
ghall adopt in regard to any farther pro-
posals on these lines when the demand
is made. I am quite satisfied there must
be some limit to which we ecan go in this
connection; but to say that we are
already at the extremity in this
matter to-day is something I ain mnot
prepared to

und Local Industries.

Me. Horaw: Where did you get those
figures ?

Mz. A.J. WILSON: The hon. mem-
ber need not worry where the figures
come from. If the hon. member is in
doubt about their rveliability it is quite
easy for him to contradict them.

Mg. Horwaw: They got a big return
for the stores.

Me. A.J. WILSON : What the mem-
ber says in regard to stoves aud meat is
perfectly true, but we must also recog-
nise thig, If, for the sake of illustration,
Millars were to make a profit of £25,000
as a result of supplying their employees
through their stores and butchers' shop,
whatever profit they make is deducted
from the f.o.b. cost of producing the
timber. As far as Millare’ busipess is
concerned that profit has the effect of
reducing the fob., cost of producing
timber to as big an amount as 1s. 6d. per
load. The position is this. If Millars
were not running these stores, but if the
hon. member or half a dozer hon. mem-
bers were ronning stores in these camps,
it is questionable whether the employees
would reap much benefit at all. And
even suppoging they did, the position
would be that instead of a profit of

' £25,000 or £30,000 being muade by the

admit and with which

I am prepared to seriously contend. Tet -

us look for a mowent at what this in-
dustry means. Unfortunately one cannot
get anything like complete figures in
regard to the whole of the industry; but

company and employed in reducing the
f.ob. cost of timber, that £25,000 or
£30,000 would go into the pockets of the
people who would in no way apply it to
reduce the cost of timber, and the result
would be either the Railway Department,

" or the Government, or the wages of the
. workers would be compelled to make up

us far as the available figures that can he

procured go, we find that, during 1905,
Millars’ business alone was responsible
for the expenditure on stores of £54,236,
the amount paid by the company for the
purpose of purchasing stores to be retuiled
in their own stores. Then their bill for
cattle and sheep for butchering purposes
was £14,372; in oils and mill stores
they spent £22,527; and in foruge, a
very important agricultural item, they
spent £30,051 ; in railway freights,
£90,000; in wharfage, £13,473; on fire
insurance, £10,496; in workmen's com-
nsation, £5,848, and in lease ronts,
£12,396; the total expenditure in this
conncection for 1905 being £318,045.

the deficiency of 1s. 6d. in regard to the
f.0.b. cost of timber. That undoubtedly
is the position. Whatever profié is made,
and T believe that profit is 10 per cent.
on the whole of the store businuess, which
I understand can be verified if any
member likes to appoint an auditor to
verify it, a profit of 10 per ceni. on a
grocery business I do not think anyone

will admit is unduly extravagant or

exlortionate. The expenditure of Mil-
lars  alone — and this evidence was
placed before the Court of Arbitration,
and no doubt was responsible fur the
strong remarks made by the president
of the Court and the other members of
the Arbitration Court when Millars
obtained their decision on the 21st
December last year—shows that the
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railage contributed from 1897 to 1904 ' am pleased to know as far as the Govern-

amounted to £580,350.
paid for stores, and for butchers’ and

The amount -

bakers’ supplies, runs into £465,000

for the same period; and if we take

the expenditure, of which I have a

copy here, for the year 1904, whick in-
cludes vver £350,000 contributed in wages
and salaries alone, we find it amounts to
a total of £753,182— money brought into
the State very largely on account of the
export of timber, and distributed in
various departmentsthroughout the State,
assisting other industries both directly

and indirectly. If we survey the whole |

position as far as the timber industry is
concerned it reduces-itself to this. Is it
destrable that the industry shall be main-
tained? No one, I think, for a moment
would dream of closing down an industry
which provides such an abundance of
employmnent to the workers of the State.
We all, T think, agree that the industry
shall be continued if it possibly can be.
I do not say at any price, I do not ad-
here to that for a moment ; but if we can,
by making reasonable sacrifices, continue
the industry and the circulation of the
money which is circulated in consequence
of the industry, we are perfectly justified
in making a veascnable and moderate
reduction. If it is desirable to maintain
the industry and if we refuse to make
some concessions on the part of the State
to maintain the industry, and the industry
i 1o be maintained, then it will necegsarily
mean that the only people who can hear
the burden of carrying on the indusiry
will be the workers. And there cannot
possibly Le uny otheralternative. 1 have
gone into the matter very closely, and [
cannot see the possibility of unother
alternative. Members when considering
the question, if they are prepared to
oppose the position I have taken up, 1
hope they will not merely be satisfied by
muiking empty statements in regard to
the position, but will be prepared to con-
test the position and supply us with some
tangible and fundamental information.
Although there has been an abundance
of taik up to the present time, there has
been no definite and tangible statement
in contradiction of any of the statements
I have wmade, and of any position I have

ment are concerned they are prepared to
see that justice is done to the industry.
All T ask in the motion I submit to
the House is, that while cousidering this
question as to this industry, we shall
grapple with the whole position, the
serious question of railway freights gene-
rally, with a view of placing the Railway
Department in its correct and proper
relationebip to the industries of the State.
The Railway Department is not, or ought
not to be, a department existing for the
purpose of earning profits at the expense
of the industries of the State, Lut a

‘department that ought to exist for the

; purpose of fostering the industries of the

taken up in regard to the whole business. '

The position is scrious; the industry is

in a eriticul stuge of its existence, and I

State and providing abundant of employ-
ment on reasonable conditions for the
workers engaged in the industries of the
State. That 1s all [ ask. As far as the.
agricultural aspect of the case is con-
cerned, and so far as the rates affecting
the gold-mining industry are concerned, I
leave these to members who represent
those industries to deal with and point
out the matter as it affects ihemselves.
I only wish to point outone matter which
appeared the other day in the Press.
The mayor of York, in giving an inter-
view to the Morning Herald, pointed out
one very striking fact, that it cost more
by about 1s. or 1s. 6d. a ton to carry

produce over cur railways from York to

Fremantle or Perth, a distance of less
thun 100 miles, than it takes to carry
similar produce from the Eastern States
to Fremantle. I repeat that it costs
ls. 3d. or 1ls. 6d. more to carry produce
from York to Fremantle than it costs
to bring it from Adelaide or Melbourne
to Fremantle. As far as the agricul-
tural industry is coocerned, that is one
itetn  alone thut leads me to the
conclusion that there must be a very
serinus impost as far us the agriculturul
industry is concerned, and detrimentul to
the well being of the industry. The time
bas come in this State when the policy of
the Government in controlling the Rail-
way Department of the State should be,
not to run our railways merely for
profit-making, vot to run ocur ail-
ways merely and solely on a comwmer-
cinl basis, but te run our railways with
the primary object of fostering the
industries of the country, and pro-
moting the geweru! well-being of the
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State. I beg to move the motion stand-
ing in my name.

Mr. T. W. EDDY (Coolgardie): I
beg to second the motion, and to support
it on a much wider scale than that sub-
mitted by the member for Forrest. I
maintain that on the question of reduc-
tion of the railway tariff, although it bas
been advocated in the public Press and
from the floor of this House from year
to year up to the preseut, it stands to the
discredit of all past Governments that
they have not reduced that discreditable
tarff. T think a little open discusesion at
this time will be wise, and after consider-
ing the matter to see whether we cannot
come to some concrete form of business,
and whether it would be wise for a select
committee to be appointed to go into the
whole matter. The discrepancies in our
reilway tariff are altogether disgraceful.
They have been pointed out from time to
time, and T may just mention one or two
matters by way of showing members how
bad that tariff is. TFor instance, the
timber that affects the district repre-
sented by ihe member for Forrest is
taken to the goldfields at about £1 ¥er
ton. That is all right. The goldfields
people do not think that an exorbitant
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rate ; but what the people on the fields

subinit is that sandalwood should not
cost £3 to be carried from the fields to
Fremantle. It is understood and ac-
kuowledgzed that in carrying timber or
stuff from the fields, when the trains ron
back generally empty, the rate should be
cheaper; and here is an instance where
the goldfields people bave to pay three
times the amount of money that it costs
to carry timber from the coast to the fields.
Then again, another discrepancy, and I
have mentioned this before. One pound
of tea costs 1s. 11d. or 2s. to be taken
to Kalgoorlie. That seems an extra-

business.
an extra pound of tea on a comsignment
2¢. has to be added. Thut is not
creditable to any business.
pay one rate for pearl barley, and
another for tapioca. We pay one rate
for rice, and another rate for sago. We
pay one rate for soda, and another rate
for cream of tartar. There i8 something
wrong in a tariff where differences such
as these exist. 1n reference to the parcels
taviff at present, I can prove to the House

and Local Industries.

that ome cwt. cut in two can be sent
cheaper than by sending one cwi. alone.
As an illustration again, T as a cominer-
cial and business man, if I want tosend a
cage of stuff to Menzies from Coolgardie,
find it is cheaper to send the stuff first to
EKalgoorlie, and then from Kalgoorlie
recongign it to Meuzies. That seems
extraordinary business, nevertheless it is
true. In reference to the high rates
again affecting the goldfields, it costs
3s. 9d. to take a case of kerosene to Kal-
goorlie from Fremantle, notwithstanding
that this is by the truck load to Kal.
goorlie of 112 or 120 cases, I think
that an exorbitant price for people on the
goldfields to pay where they have the
electric light in existence—to make people
pay a railway rate of 8s. 9d. for a
case of kerosene. Then, again, it is only
a fair thing that miniog people ghould asgk
why they should be charged for mining
machivery at a higher rate than pecple
in the agricultural districts are charged
for agricultural machinery. We must
acknowledge, and we know it is true,
that the goldfields rudlways in the past
have been the greatest revenue producers,
whereas the railways in the other parts of
the Btate have been run at a loss. Tt is
advocated, of course, by the Ministers
and the Commissioner of Railways that
the railways must pay. Quite so. It is
alleged that if we reduce the tariff we

. shall have to reduce the workers’ wages.

Rather than reduce the workers’ wages
we are, I submit, prepared to maintain
the railway tariff; but by going into it
fully one finds that what is really wanted
is revision and reduction of the tariff so
that these diserepancies way be righted,
and we would soon be able to have a tariff
on more egquitable lines than at present.
Mr. F. ILLINGWORTH (West

~ Perth): I think the House has rarely
ordinary thing, and I thiok very bad |

It simply means that that for

Then we

listened to u subject of ygreater import-
ance than that which has been introduced
by the member for Forrest (Mr. A. J.
Wilson). 1t seems to me 1t is one of
those subjects requiring a great deal of
care in its copsideration. T only wish to
address inyself to one point, and to call
the attention of members, and especially
of the Governwent, to this phase of the
subject, We have ten milliors of money
invested in our railways, and we have to
provide interest at 3% per cent., amount-
ing to £350,000 a year. We have also
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to provide one per cent. for u sinking
fund, which means another hundred
thousand pounds. This money has to be
found every yearr We shall, therefore,
have to consider the question as to how
we can regulate the tariff without affect-
ing the general revenue of the State.
We have a deficit now of £120,000.
I want members to look again at the
figures I quoted the other evening.  In
1902.3 the net profits of the railways,
after paying interest expenses, was
£30,887. That meant that for that year

[18 Juey, 1906.]

in order to make up the sinking fund

£70,000 had to be taken out of revenue.
In 1903-4 the net profits showed
£111,784. That year, taking off£100,000
for sinking fund, gave a profit which

In 1904-5 the return was £10,957,
leaving & profit after providing for sink-
ing fund of £957. I understand, and
I think I am correct in my information,
that this year’s railway revenue will
show something like 5:19 per cent. of the
ceneral revenue. The position, if thbis
is 50, ie that after paying sinking fund on
the £10,000,000 invested in the railways,
we shall bave £69,000 to go into general
revenue.  Supposing that this cin be
maintained, which is somewhat doubtful,
£69,000 is the total sum with which we
have to deal. 1 want to impress upon
this House that if we interfere with the
railway rates, if we dissipate the £69,000
or more or less, we shall then carcy a
charge for the railways upon the general
revenue. Whilst I agree with the mem-
ber for Forrest that the railways do not
exist for the purpose of providing speciul
revenue, we must maintain the position
that the railways, in the interest of the
State generally, must be made to pay
their own way.  They must not bevome
a charye upon the general revenue of the
State; we caunot afford it.  If that be
so, how do we propose to make those
adjustments which have baen spoken of ?
We must do so either by such an altera.
tion of the rilway tariff as will produce
a higher revenue in some quarters in
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creeping into any railway rate-book, and
have of course to beadjusted, but we have
to-night to face the question whether we
can allow the railways to still continue
doing the work and to earn £23.000 less
to go into general revenue. In that case,
supposing in years to come the average
were pot maintained at the same figure
28 I have mentioned, that would mean
an actual loss, an actual charge upon the
general revenue for the Railway Depart-
ment. Can we stand this, is the question
we have to cousider, and, if so, how do
we propese to wake it good? We are
new proposing fresh taxation for the
purpose of making good taxation we huve
hud to remit in years past. Bub the

: question that has been urged by the
went into the general revenve of £11,784. '

member for Forrest is of the most vital
character, because it is possible to insist
upon the rate and to kill the industry.

Mg. Horan: Do not forget that the
reduction of the rates will mean an
increase in revenue all the same.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: A reduction
of the rates will not lead to an increase of
carriage at all. The continuance of the
present rates may mean a reduection, but
a reduction of the rates will nnt increase

. the quantity of export. [MEMBER: Yes,

if they get more orders]. Noj; with all
due deference to the hon. memler. The
export at present is fulling off, acvording
to the member for Forrest. To prevent

i that falling off, be sugyest a reduction of

rates and other reductions. That would

- only balance things; that would not

effect an increase. The same question

. arises with regard to the wmember for
" Qollie, who makes suggestions which

© With all due deference, it does,

order to make reductions in others, or else

we must make a loss to fall upon the
reneralt revenue. That such adjustinents
as have been spoken of by the member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Eddy) could be
made, I can quite easily understand.
Diserepancivs of this charaeter are always

involve & certain amount of loss to the
Railway Department. [Memnrr: No.]
I do
not want to discuss that phase of the
subject at all. 7 simply want the House,
when considering this sabject which is
of great importance, to bear in mind
the fuct that we shall have to be
careful in dealing with this question.
We have come to a point in our
rallway expenditure and railway revenne
when we have not much margin, and it is
a question whether this margin which we
now have of say £69,000 will continue.
T doubt it. But then we have to face
the other side of the subject, which has
been very earnestly pointed ont by the
member for Forrest. Apart from the



524 Railway Freights.
question of the employment of labour we
bave a very large traffic, and that traffic
is not only timber, but it also means
products and other goods for the railway ;
for instance, fodder and other things
which have been mentioned. If we
actually destroy this trade, we shall lose
not: only the trade from the timber but
also the freight frowm the goods supplied
to people in those districts; so that the
guestion is really one of great import-
ance, one that requires earnest and grave
consideration from this House. And I
want that at the same tiwe, when they
are consgidering this qnestion, particularly
the Grovernment, they shalil bear in mind
the fact that whilst, as the hon. member
suggests, it may not be desirable to run
the railways simply as a commercial
institution, simply for the purpose of
making a profit, that all our indus-
tries shall be considered in our freight
book, yet at the same time we must be
careful so to adjust our freights that they
shall at least cover the cost of our rail-
ways. We caonot afford to go in the
direction of raising taxation, for instance
upon land, for the purpose of makiog
good losses on the railways. That is a
principle which will not do, and it simply
menas that if we are to make a reduction
in the interests of certain industries such
as the timber industry, we shall have to
adjust our tariff on other portions of the
traffic in order to equalise things, because
we cannot afford to make an absolute
loss on this question. I hope members
who are thinking over this subject will
bear in mind the fuct that we are close to
the margin which the railway returns
must produce. I hold the principle, and
have maintained it in this House con-
stantly, that our railways must pay
expenses, must pay interest, and must
pay sinking fund. If they fail in any of
those points, they couse an extra costand
charge upon our revemue which will have
to be met from other sources.

" Mz A. J. WiLson : The railways have
been maintained up to a certain standard
oub of revenue.

Me. ILLINGWORTH -
of it.

Mr. A.J. Wirson: Would that have a
bearing upon the question ?

Mg. ILLINGWORTH : The railways
must be maintained.

I am aware
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Yalgoo Mintng.

our railways for the purpose of reducing
freights P If 8o, I am not with him.

MEe. A. J. WiLsoN: Would not the fact
that our railways are maintained at a high
standard do away with the necessity for a
sinking fund ?

Mz, ILLINGWORTH: A member
said we were starving our railways and
had made £69,000, That may be true,
or may not be so. I am assumiog this
profit has been properly made, and it
may continue. I say that if it does con-
tinue, this is the margin we have to deal
with, £69,000, and I think I am safe in
asserting that the railways will not yield
continuzously a £69,000 wargin; con-
sequently any alterationa of the freight
and tariff will have to be very carefully
adjusted. T only want to impress this
point upov the House and not to discuss
the main gquestion.

Me. M, F. TROY (Mount Magnet):
I move the adjournment of the debate
until next Wednesday.

Me. A. J. WILSON : I hope we shall
not wait so long as that. The position
will be that if the hon. member moves
for next Wednesdny there will be a
whole host of private members’ business
coming on beforehand, and it may be a
long time before this subject will again
be reached.

Mgr. TROY: I move formally the
adjournment of the debate.

Question (adjournment) passed, the
debate adjourned.

RETGEN—MINING REVENUE, YALGOO.

Mz. M. F. TROY (Mount Magnet)
moved —

That, there be laid upon the table of the
House a Return, showing in detail—1, The
amount of revenue received on behalf of the
State by the late Mining Registrar and Clerk
of Courts at Yalgoo for the twelve months
ending 30th April, 1806, such return to specify
te which item of revemue such moneys were
credited. 2, The expenditure of the Yalgoo
office and details of same.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hen.
H. Gregory): If the hon. member
pressed for details, the motion must be
opposed. The request was absurd.

Mg. TROY : The return should be as
full as possiblee The closing of the
registrar’s office at Yalgoo had resulied

Does the hon. 1 in.great inconvenience, and in an applica-

wember suggest that we should starve | tion to reinstate the officer. On the

.
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understanding that the Minister would
give as wmuch information as was prac-
ticable, be asked leave to amend the

motion by striking out the words * show- |

ing in detail ” and “ details of same.”
Leave given to amend.
Me.TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) seconded
the motion.
Question put and passed.

PAPERS—BOYA QUARRY, LEASE,
M=r. BATH (Brown Hill) moved —

That all papers relating to the leasing of

the Boya quarry be laid upon the table of the
House.
Much had been said at various times as
to the circumstances of this lease, and
the papers would be interesting to mem-
bers.

Me. TROY (Mt. Magnet} seconded.

Question put and passed.

PAPERS—PERTH WATER SUPrLY,
MUNDARING.

Mgr. BATH moved—

That the epecial report obtained by the

Worka Department during 1804-6, relating to
the supply of Perth with water from the
Mundaring Reservoir, be laid upon the table of
the House.
The motion was made out of considera-
tion for the Treasurer, who in his speech
on the Address emphasised the need for
economy, and for Lkeeping up-to-date
records of departmental expenditure. If
it were found possible to supply the metro-
politan area with water from the Mun-
daring Reservoir, thus saving the large
expenditure on the proposed new reser-
voir, the interests of the State generally
ag well as the metropolitan area would
be consarved, and the country would not
be saddled with the very large debt
which the new reservoir would involve.
The report might at least shed some
light on the various proposals.

Tee TREASURER (Hon. Frank
Wilson) : The motion was unobjection-
able; but bhow it could affect depart-
mental expenditure was not clear, The
water scheme which he forecast last
year would not be a burden on the State,
but on the ratepayers of the places sup-
plied.

Mgr. Bava: If several local authorities
were borrowing at the same time, the
result might be awkward.
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Tae JREASURER: True. Ha wel-
comed the motion, so that members
might examine the papers to see whether
a permanent and adequate supply of water
could be given to Perth and Fremantle,
without the large expenditure already
forecast. All possibleinformation shonld
be given the House before it finally
decided on a work of this magnitude.

Quegtion put and passed.

PAPERS—RAILWAY STATION AND
GOODS SHEDS, FREMANTLE.

Mer. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) moved—

That all papers in connection with the con-
struction of the railway station and goods
sheds at Fremantle be lnid upon the table of
the House.

The construction of these bmildings had
been the subject of some controversy,
even at elections; and accusations had
been laid against the Labour Govern-
ment. If the tabling of any of these
papers hampered the work now pro-
ceeding, such papers might be removed
by permission of Mr. Speaker. He
wanted the papers showing the negotia-
tions between different departments and
different Ministers. The work had passed
throngh the hands of two or three Gov-
ernments,

Tee MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. Gregury)} would not oppose the
motion, so long as he had not to bring
here papers the lack of which would
hamper the work.

Me. BATH (Brown Hill) seconded.

Question put and passed.

RETURN--MINISTERS' TRAVELLING
EXPENSES,

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt.

moved—

That there be laid upon the table of the
Hous¢ a return, showing the travelling
expenses of Ministers while on tour paid by

the Treasury, for the last financial year ending
30th Jurne.

The return would be inexpensive and
interesting.

Me. LYNCH
seconded.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
appreciated the hon. member’s desire for

Margaret)

(Mount TLeonora)
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publicity, and to assist him moged an
amend ment—

That the words “the two” he inserted
after “for,” and that “year™ be struck out,
and “yeara” inserted in lieu.

Mer. TAYLOR accepted the amend-
ment.

Question as amended agreed to.

PAPERS—BEAGLE BAY MISSTON,

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
moved —

That all papers relating to the Beagle Bay
mission be laid on the tabla,

He believed that this mission was con-
trolled by the Colonial Secretary.

Twe TrEASURER : No; by the Treasurer.

Me. TAYLOR: If the Minister was
not going to oppose the motion, it was
not necessary to delay the House by
speaking to it.

Ter PrEmier: The wmotion was not
specific enough, as the papers dealt with
the Aborigines Department. and with the
Tands Department.

Me. TAYLOR would amend the motion
to relate only to the Aborigines Depart.
ment. He had intended to deal with a
cerain increase alleged to be given to the
mission for the maintenance and upkeep
of the aborigine children.

Tre TrEasorER : The Aborigines De-
partment was controlled by the Treasurer,
but the Treasurer did not control the
mission.

By leave, the motion was amended to
read—

‘That all papere relating to the Beagle Bay

Mission, as affecting the Aborigines Depart-
ment, be laid on the table.

Me. BATH seconded.

Question passed.

Tre PrEMIER laid the papers on the
iable.

PAPERS—BOILERS INSPECTION, SONS
OF GWALIA MINE.

Mr. P. J. LYNCH (Mount Leonora)
moved—

That all papers in comnection with the
inspection of boilers on the Sons of Gwalia
mine, and all papers in connection with the
boiler explosion that cccurred there, be laid on
the table.

Mr.T. H. BATH seconded.

Tag MINISTER FOR MINES: The
papers would be brought down to-
MOTTOW.

Question passed.
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PAPERS —PIPES MANUFACTURE, THE
REPORT.

Me. T. H BATH (Brown Hill)
maoved—

That the report of the Board of Inquiry into

the Manufacture of Pipes be laid on the
table.
It shonld not have been necessary to
move in this direction. becausae the
papers should have been laid on the
table when Parliament assembled, this
being o matter of public ioterest. He
had been somewhat delayed by the non-
production of the report, because he bud
been desirous of using the information
on the Address-in-Reply, and he had not
Leen able to find the report amoug the
papers on the table.  We had a report of
the finding and also the minerity report
published, but there was no repart of the
evidence adduced at that inquiry sup-
plied to the newspapers, and members
had mnot the information available to
them. ‘

Mr. P. J. LYNCH
motion.

Question passed.

seconded the

PAPERS--BUBONIC PLAGUE AT
GERALDTON.

Me. P. STONE (Greenough) moved—

That all papers in connection with the out-
break of bubonic plagne in Geraldton, in-
ciuding all correspondence between the
Geraldton Local Board of Health and the
Central Board of Health on the same subject,
be laid upon the table.

The people at Geraldton considered that
the president.of the Central Board of Health
had not actedaspromptly and with thesame
energy as he should when several sudden
deaths had occurred. When the local
doctors reported the matter to the local
board of health as heing an outbreak of
plague, the board then went to the
trouble of getting into telegraphic com-
munication with the central board asking
for assistance, and the president of the
Ceutral Board of Health answered that
he could not do anything then, that it
was too late, and that he would attend
to the matter on the following day.
On the following day a telegram was
sent from the local health officer to the
Centrul Board of Health, pointing out
how the town was reeking with plague,
and asking the president to send nurses,
tenis, etc.; and the answer to that
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telegram, he (Mr. Stone) understoed,
was that the president of the Central
Board of Health could take no action
until he had sent one of his officers to
report. There were no qualified nurses
to attend to the patients, who were
allowed to die withont any attention,
There had been u considerable amount of
friction ever since, and he (Mr. Stone) de-
sired to see all the correspondence placed
at the disposal of the public to show who
wus right and whether the Central Board
of Health took the proper action or not.
If there was friction between the central
board and the local board, the sooner
an end was put to it the better. The
president of the Central Board of Health,
on an outbreak of plague or any other
disease, should be something like the head
of a fire brigade, ready to act without
delay and to be prompt in stamping out
the disease.

Mz. M. F. TROY seconded the motion.

Question passed.

RETURN—POLICE TRANSFERS, HOW
MADE.

Mz. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet)
moved—

That there be laid upon the table of the
House a return, showing— 1, The nuwmber and
names of police officers transferred for the two
years ending 30th June, 1906. 2, The dates
on which the transfers were ade, together
with the localities from which and to which
such police wore transferred. 3, The reasons
for and on whose recommendation the trans-
fers were made. 4, And the cost to the de-
partment of such transfers.

Mz. P. J. LYNCH geconded.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. N.J. Moore)
could not agree to the motion, because it
would entail an enormous amount of
work to get out the information required.
He had suggested that the hon. member
should modify his request, because the
motion was a rather large order, and had
told him that he would endeavour to get
the required information on any particu-
lar case mentioned. It would take two
officers some weeks to get out the infor-
mation referred to in the motion, and the
expense was nob justified. The chief
clerk of the Police Department, dealing
with the question, had writtento {he effect
that the work involved in the preparation of
this report, iffurnished, would beenormous
and would eccupy the sole attention of two
ofiicers to supply the information by the
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required date ; also that it would entail
a tremendous amount of detail work to
obtain the eost of the transfers, because
it would mean every account, railway
ticket order, and travelling sheet being
examined for the two years and the
varions swms paid in connection with
each transfer (for fares, transport of
luggage, subsistence ullowamnce, etc.)
extracted ; also for the year just
closed there had been 180 trausfers,
which indicated the amount of work that
would beinvolved infurnishing thereturn.
Therefore, unless there were strong
reasons given by the mover for requiring
the information, it was intended to
oppose the motion. He would be only
too pleased to give intormation on any
particular case the member desired. The
third paragraph of the motion, more
especially, went into a matter in vegard
to which it would be against all discipline
if the information should be made public. -

Mz. A. J. WILSON (Forrest): The
remarks of the Premier suggested that
we should have n different system of
dealing with such motions, For instance,
if under the Standing Orders a committee
were appointed to deal with suggested
returna such as this, it would materially
facilitate the busineas of the Chamber,
and to a large extent prevent delays in
discussing such a question.

Mz. SPEAKER hsd intended to make
a statement at the end of the sitting
dealing with the question just raised.

Me. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret):
The motion seemed rather comprehen-
sive. There would probubly be no oppo-
sition to the hon. member seeing any file
dealing with the promotion of any officer.
The Police Department was somewhat dif-

| ferent from other departments, because the

police, as servants of the State, were dif-
ferent from other servanis of the State.
If the member were to delete the third
paragraph asking for reasons and on
whose recommendations the transfers
were made, perhaps the Premier could
agree to the motion. There could be no
objection to the member perusing files
dealing with any promotions that he had
any interest in. When he (Jr. Taylor)
was Colonial Secretary, and a member

“desired to obtain information, he allowed

that member to see the files. He sup-
ported the motion, but it would be well
to curtail the request.
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Mz. HORAN (Yilgarn) : While sup-
porting the motion, it was well for the
member to consider some anmendwnent.
Apparently the member wished some in-
formation which did not coucern many
people employed in the police force. 1t
would be better to accept the Premier’s
suggestion and pnt the motion in a more
concrete form. The return would cost
the country a great deul of money, and
nine-tenths of the information supplied
would be of no importance.

Mz. TROY (in reply): It was to be

regretted the Premier found it impoasible |
to supply the information, for the matter !

under review not only affected one indi-
vidual but a great number of members of
the police force. It was the custom in
the Police Department for officers {o
transfer subordinates for trivial offences,
and these transfers caused a great deal of
loss and inconvenience to the officers,
who received short notice, and had to sell
their furniture because they could not
carry it to the new destination. There
should be the fullest inquiry in the
. Police Department, and if a commission
were appointed many things would be
discovered and many grievances found
out which should be remedied. There
was room for great improvement. There
were numerous instances where constables
were transferred because their superior
officers bad been aggrieved for some
slight offence. There was no possibility
of appeal in the department, although,
according to regulations officers had the
rightof appeal. Inonecaseof whichhewas
cognisant no appeal was allowed. A
constable was transferred, and although
he applied for an appeal he was not
granted one, but an officer was sent to
make inquiries. He visited the district,
interviewed the superior officer, and re-
ceived from that official information
regarding the offence without questioning
the person accuged. A communication
was sent to the department in Perth, and
the officer was transferred to some other
locality. The Premier had stated that
if this information were supplied it would
weaken the discipline of the department.
But there was no reason why members
of the police force should not have the
same liberty as was enjoved by other
civil servants. If he (Mr. Troy) struck
out paragraph 3 of the motion, would the
Premier supply the remaining informa-
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Selector's grievance.

tion? He wanted to provide against
transfers being made without proper in.
quiry.

Tae PREMIER: It was impossible
to say whether the deleting of the para-
graph referred to would reduce the
Inbour. The bhon. member might give
puartienlar instances, or name particular
files that he would like to wee in regard
to transfers. TIf so, the request could
be met.

Question put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Aves . 13
Noes .o 19
Majority against ... 0
) AYFES, Noes,
Mr, Bath Mr. Barnett
Mr, Collier Mr. Brebber
My. Duglish Mr. Cowcher
Mr, Holimnn Mr, Davies
Mr. Horan Mr. Ewing
Mp. Johnson Mr. Gordon
Mr. Lyuch Mr. Gregory
My, Stone My, lingworth
Mr. Taylor Mr. Keenan
Mr, Troy Mr, Laymun
Mr. Walker Mr, McLarty
Mr. Ware Mr. Male
Mr, Heitmnnn (Teller). Mr. N. I. Moora
Mr. Price
My, Bmith
My, Verynrd
Mr, A. J. Wilson
Mr. F, Wilzon
Mr. Hardwick (Taller).

Question thus negatived.

MOTION—LAND SELECTIONS,
Mr. SCOTT.
Mer. C. HL . LAYMAN (Nelson)
moved—

That a select committee be appointed to
ingunire into the alleged unfair treatment by
the Lands Department of Mr. James Scott, of
Lauderdale, in connection with his land
selections on the Tone River.

Mr. Scott arrived in this State some 20
vears ago, with a view of settling on the
land. Im 1887 he purchased from the
late Mr. Hugh McKenzie, of Albany, a
pastoral laase of 5,000 acres, for which
he paid £150. The value of the lease
depended on its proximity to the Tone
River and certain permanent pools
therenn. He had the lease transferred
to himself and took possession. After
making certain improvements, such as
fencing, erecting buildings, planting an
orchard, and carrying out certain other
necessury improvements, he reroained on
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the land for 12 months, when the Lands
Department severed the frontageand these
permanent pools of water from his lease,
and attached them to a leuse held in o
similar way by his neighbour omn the
opposite side of the river. The depart-
ment extended the boundaries of his
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neighbour’s lease into his lease, and thus .

cot off his frontage and all permanent
water supply. He protested very strongly
against this, and the department there-
upon declared it a reserve for public
ntility, and thus Mr. Scott became a
trespasser, a8 he was living on land which
he had no right to occupy. Thinking it
the best way out of the difficulty, be
applied to purchase 160 acres immedi-
ately surrounding his orchard and home-
stead. The department accepted his
application and sent a surveyor out, but
when that officer appearced on the scene he
stated that he had instructions to survey
160 ucres in a totally different position.
Mr. Scott refused to accept that, and had
to leave the lease altogether. Immedi-
ately afterwards the department cuncelled
the reserve, which had been in existence for
only 12 months or so, and attaching 3,000
acres of the 5,000 acres to it, leased it to
an employee of his neighbour on the oppo-
site side of the river. Shortly after that
it was transferred by the then helder to
his employer, and Mr. Scott lost his lease
entirely. He tried on several occastons
to get the matter righted, but not getting
any satisfaction from the Lands Depart-
ment, some two years ago he approached
the Daglish Government, by whom a
select committee was promised, but pres-
sure of business then prevented the
appeintment of a committee, and he
therefore now asked the House to ap-
point a committee to go into the matter.
Taee PREMIER said it was not the
intention of the Government to oppose
the appointment of a committee. Mr.
Scott’'s grievance was an old-standing
ore, and doubtless, if appointed, a select
committee would be able to sift the whole
question, und he believed that the result
would be satisfactory to Br. Scott.

Question passed.

Ballot taken, and a committee ap-
pointed consisting of Mr. Ewing, Mr.

Daglish, Mr. Horan, Mr. Stone, and the °

mover ; to report 29th August.
[MR. InLiNeWORTH took the Chair.]
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RETURN—RAILWAY CHARGES TO
DEPARTMENTS.

Mr. T.WALKER (Kanowna)moved—

That there bo lald upon the table of the
Bouse a return, showing—1, The amounts
charged hy the railway, to other Government
departments for services durtng the past five
months. 2, The amount paid by each depart-
ment. 4, The nature of services. 4, The
actual cost of such serviees and the proportion
to the amount charged.

The motior had reference to special
charges  authorised by  Ministerial
authority, and did not refer to goads
trufic.  One such journey might cost
the Railway Department say £5 but
the amount charged to the department
served might be £30. The rnilways
showed o large surplus; but possibly
that snrplus was secured by taking money
cut of one pocket and putting it in
another.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mt.
seconded.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moocre) :
Presumably the hon. member referred
to specinl charges for tire brigade ex-
cursions, ete., when £50 might be charged
to the Treasury while the actual cost to
the Railway Department was only £30.

Tue MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. Gregory): In its present form
the motion could not be acecepted. Let
the hon. member withdraw it now and
amend it later to show his real intention.
The return usked for must show the
charge for freightage against the Works
Department, and all siwilar charges.
Suech a return would be voluminous and
useless.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison) : Add to
paragraph 1 of the motion the words
“under Ministerial authority.”

Tre MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
All charges were made by Miniaterial
authority.

Mr. HOLMAN: When fire brigades
travelled, full fares were charged tJ the
Treasury.

Tee MixisTer: No.

Marguret)

Mr. WALEKEER would withdraw the
. motion if he could get the information in
| answer to a guestion.
Tae MINISTER: The information
* would be given in that form,

Motion by leave withdrawn.
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RETURN—ADVERTISING IN PRESS,
COST.

Mz. HOLMAN (Murchison) moved—
That a return be laid upon the table of the

the Government for advertisements in the Daily
News. 2, The total amount: paid to the Deily
News for the years 1904-5 and 1905-6.

The answer to a recent question by the
member for Canning (Mr. Gordon)
showed that the newspaper charges for
(Government advertisements were far too

FASSEMBLY.]
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Batteries Purchase.

Mz, HOLMAN: Yes. He was then
compelled to withdraw the statement,
because it was denied. The Minister had
said, “I think you will find there were

Honse, showing—t, The price per inch paid by | 8even purchased; and I had nothing to

do with anv of them.” That was an
absolute wmisstatement, because the pre-

; sent Minister was responsible for the

high. In-the West Ausiralian the aver-

age charge was 5s. per inch, and in the
Morning Herald 3s. 6d. Probably pri-
vate firms did not pay so much. The
Qtate should receive at least the same
concession as large firms. He had
intended to move this motion as an
amendment to the motion onh the Noticsé
Paper a ing earlier in the name o
thepemeupﬁj)z:rfo% Canning, dealing with
the cost of advertising in the West Aue-
tralion and the Morning Herald, but that
motion having lapsed, he now trusted
that some member would move an amend-
ment to include its substance in this
motion. '
Mz. M. F. TROY seconded.

Mr. TAYLOR moved an amendment
that the following words be added :—

3, The total amount paid to the West Aus-
tralian for the years 1904-5 and 1905-6; and
4, the total amount paid to the Morning
Herald for the years 1904-5 and 1905-6.

Mg. T. WareEr seconded the amend-
ment.

Amendment passed.

Question as amended agreed to.

PAPERS—FPUBLIC BATTERIES PUR-
CHASE, PLANTS,

Mer. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison)
moved :— "

i tion with the pur-
chnTs?{;falt?hgalS’et:Bb;nbzotg?gs at Twenty-}l:lile
Sandy, Yarri, Yerills, and Pig Well be laid on
the t.able.

When speaking cn the Address-in-Reply,
he made certain statements in connection
with the purchase of second-hand bat-
teries, saying we had’ purchased some 11
or 12, for which the present Minister for
Mines was respensible. .

Tar MinisTes voR Mines: That the
Minister had purchased the big majority
of them.

purchuse of second-hand batteries, in
spite of the fact thut he told the House
he bad nothing to do with any of them.

Teex DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. F.
INingworth): The hon. member must nos
repeat now what had been previously
withdrawn.

Mr. HOLMAN did pot intend to
repeat, but was pointing out that when a
member made a statement, no matter
how true it was, if another member was
unscrupulons enough to get up and
deny

TrE MinistER ForR Mines asked that
the statement be withdrawn.

Tee DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
member must withdraw.

Mr. HOLMAN was not referring to
any member, but was speaking of an
occasion when that might arise. I it
were pecegsary to withdraw, he would do
80 certainly ; but when 8 member made
a statement in the House, no watter how
true, if any member desired he could
contradict the statement, and then it
must be withdrawn in accordance with
the rules of the House. That was why

. he previously withdrew the statement he

had made.

Tee DEPUTY SPEAEKEER: The
hon. member must not discuse a matter
previously withdrawn, and must confine
himself to the motion before the House.

Mr. HOLMAN : It had been expected
that the report of the Battery Inquiry
Board would be in the Chamber by now,
as the Minister bad promised a fortnight
ago that the report would be ready in a
week. The second-hand batiery at
Twenty-Mile Sandy had been promised
by the James CGovernment, and was
practically supported by the Minister for
Mines. Since the member for Ivanhoe
had dealt with these matters on the
Address-in-Reply, he (Mr. Holman) did
not desire to delay the House by explain-
ing them over again.

Tae DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
member must confine himself to the
motion before the House.
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Mr. HOLMAN was explaining his
reasons in asking for papers in regard to
this battery; and if he was not in order
in doing so, he did not know exactly his
pusition. The member for Ivanhos had
mentioned these batteries, and he (Mr.
Holman) did not desire to delay the
House by going into these questions
again. Although the Minister for Mines
said he bad nothing to do with any of
the second-hand batteries purchased, the
Minister had given authority to purchase
several, and had been responsible in a
great way for the purchase of the four
batteries referred to in the motion.
When speaking to the Address-in-Reply,
he referred to the Yarri battery which
had been agreed to by the present
Minister, as also the Pig Well and
Yerilla batteries. On the Yerilla bat-
tery a large advance had been made by
the present Minister, and an agreement
bad been drawn up in such manner that
it was practically useless, so that when
the question arose as to whether we were
going to lose the money advanced, it was
found to be more satisfactory and less
expensive to purchase the battery. There-
fore the present Minister had been
directly responsible for the purchase of
that battery. He {(Mr. Holman) had
stated that we bad purchased 11 or 12
second-hand batteries. He did not know
whether that was the correct number,
but this motion only referred to four.
Some had been purchased before the pre-
sent Minister occupied the position, and
some during the Labour Administration.
He (Mr. Holman) desired to ascertain
who were responsible for the purchase of
these batteries which the Mimster denied
having anything to do with.

Me. G. TAYLOR seconded the
motion.

Tez MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): The papers would be laid
on the table to-morrow, and members
would bave an opportunity of judging in
regard to the merits of the statements
made by the hon. member. Members
heard a lot of complaints about persons
bandying insults about the Chamber, but
it was hard to keep one's temper when
statements were made such as those of
the hon. member. In regard to this
matter, he merely wished to move a
. small amendment, to insert the word
“ Randells.”

(18 JuLy, 1906.]
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Mz. Honuaxn would admit Randells.
It was the only one.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: It
would make up the five batteries pur-
chased during the Labour Administra-
tion. He moved an amendment—

That the word * Randells ” be inserted after
o Sandy‘l-'

Mz. G. TAYLOR (Mt Margaret):
If the whip were sounded on the Govern-
ment side of the House, the Opposition
were in such a position that they would
not be able to get any return at all luid
on the table. The Government dared not
take up that attitude, because the country
would not stand it. It was idle for the
leader of the House or any gentleman in
the State, notwithstanding those who
conducted the leading articles in the
West Australian newspaper, to try aund
prevent members from raising their
voices wheo they believed there was an
injustice being perpetrated in any part of
the Btate. He desired to tell the editor
of the West Australian that notwith.
standing his unfair attack on the Spealker
of the Assembly in to-day's leading
article, it was not going in any way to
coerce him (Mr. Taylor). The mover of
the wotion when epeaking was dealing
with the Twenty-Mile Sandy battery, the
Yarri, Yerilla, and Pig Well batteries,
and the member had to make it clear that
he was doing so. Whatever might appear
in the columns of the Press, it was not
going to influence his (Mr. Taylor's)
attitude in this Chamber. The only
thing that would control him beyond the
Standing Orders and the precedents in
May was his own manhood and honour.
The day had gone by in this country
when Dr. Hackett could get on to the
ear of the Government and run the
Government by the Weat Australian or the
Western. Mail. Thaoks to the influx of
population to this country, that state of
affairs no longer existed. The fullest
publicity should be given. He would
not oppose the word “ Randells” being
inserted, but he took that opportunity of
saying that the only way in which the
Government could in some way frustrate
the desire of the Opposition was by the
amendment.

Tae MinisTer ror MINES:
way ?

Me. TAYLOR: Members knew the
Minister had not been necused by mem-

In what
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bers of the Opposition of the purchase of
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the Randells battery; no matter what '
sort of rattle-trap that hattery might be, .

no matter under what conditions it was
purchased, the hon. member had not
been uecused of its purchase. 1f he
moved to insert the Darlét or the Burt-
ville battery

Ture MivisTEr For Mings: Who
bought the Darldt battery 7

Mer. TAYLOR: The papers were

, item on the Estimates last vear.

how authorised.

TeEE TREASURER:
objection ?

Mzr. TAYLOR: Parliament passed the
The

Was there any

. Government built up their " Estinates

moved for six years ago, and were laid

on the table of the House. It was a
scandalous proposition when one read the
names of the persons who recommended
the purchase of the rattle-trap at Darlit.
The gentlemen who recommended the
purchase appeared in writing in the
papers, and those names would be there
to-day if the papers had not been inter-
fered with. Those men never saw the
battery, never saw the country, and had
no idea of the circumstances surronnding
the place in any particular. He (Mr.
Taylor) lived there from the opening of
the rush antil he ¢ame to Parlinment
to represent Mt. Margaret. [Interjection
by Me. Horaw.] The honourable and
verbose member for Yilgarn should be a

little more patient; he had to hear some- .

thing of what transpired in the State be-
fore he came to the House. He (Mr.
Taylor) hud not singled out any one to
accuse him, and if members did so by
interjection he was not responsible for
the interjection. The papers contained
the recommendations of men who knew

nothing about the battery or the district

and had never seen it. He wanted these
papers laid on the table.

Tae Minwrer ¥ror Mines: They
could be laid on the table.

Me. TAYLOR: The hon. member in-
¢luded Randells, but there was no neces-
gity for the papers in connection with that
purchase. He wished to show the way
in which the Government were dealing

with their majority. The Government

could stop the passing of this motion, if -

desired. When he (Blr. Taylor) moved
for a returs of expenditure covering a
period of twelve months, the Premier
moved an amendment to insert the pre-
ceding year. He (Mr. Taylor) knew full
well why that amendment wus moved, to
show the expenses of the Premier of
the day in attending the Conference of
Premiers.

with that expenditure, but the Govern-
ment could not hoodwink him in these
matters. ‘The members on the Treasury
beneh, with all their cunningness, were
not. doing these things without the
Opposition recognising the reason.

TrE TrEasURER: There was nothing
cunuing about it.

Mz.TAYLOR: Privately the Treasurer
thought it a very clever move, This was
the attitnde the Government were com-
mencing to take early in the session, and
that being so he desired to druw the
attention of members on the Opposition
side to the necessity of being absolutely
alert to the power of a big majority.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
Ag one of the * big majority” the mem.
ber bad referred to, he could say that
as far as the insertion of the two years was
concerned, the member had given credit
for a certain alertness which he had not
displayed. He thought the menber was
desirous of obtaining information, and
therefore he thought it desirable to give
two years’ information instead of one.
As to the attitude taken by the Govern-
ment, although they had a wmajority,
members on the Opposition side must
confess that ihroughout the Address-in-
Reply every cousideration was extended.
The debate on the Address lasted con-
siderably over three weeks, and members
could not say that the Government made
use of the “ brutal majority " they were
supposed to have.

Mg. Tavror: Most of the speaking
was from the Government side.

Tae PREMIER: If the speeches

' were totted up it wounld be found that

twice as much talking was done on the
Opposition side as on the Government
side. The member for Mount Margaret
wazed rather wrath,

Me. Tavror: It was about time some-
body did wax,

Tee PREMIER: It was not the in-
tention of the Government to tuke any
unfair advantage of their numbers,

Amendment put and passed.

M=z. HOLMAN (in reply as mover):
The nttitude of the Minister for Mines in

_ inserting the word < Randells” was of
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course on somewhat similar lines to some
of his actions before. All admitted
that the Labour Minister for Mines was
responsgible ‘for the purchase of the Ran-
della battery. On no occasion did the
Minister for Mines of that day, Mir
Hastie, take the same course of action as
the present Minister for Mines was doing
in denying that he had anything to do
with that. It was his (Mr. Holman’s})
intention to call for returns as soon as
the battery report was produced, which
would perhaps lead the Minister to admit
that when he (Mr. Holman) was com-
pelled Lo withdraw the statewent e made,
he had spolken the truth.

Tae DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon.
member must not repeat what he had
already withdrawn in the House. That
had been ruled twice before.

Mze. HOLMAN said he knew all about
the papers. The Minister for Mines
made personul representation to the then
Minister for Mines, Mr. Hastie, with
regard to the purchase of several of these
batteries mentioned by him (Mr. Holman)
And the Minister was ungenerous enough
to try to get out of that hy inserting
into this motion a matter that had nothing
whatever to do with it, namnely the pro-
duction of the Randells battery papers.
He had no objection to the production of
those papers. [MINISTERIAL MEMBER:
Then what was the hoy. member erying
about?] Tt was enough to make a man
cry when an hon. gentleman got up and
compelled him to withdraw a statement
which was absolutely true. Tt was un-
manly and ungenerous.

Tae DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1t had
been ruled by him three times during
this discuasion that the hon. member
must not practically repeat the statement
be had already withdrawn. Now he must
insist upon the hon. member's refraining
from doing so, and be called upon the
House to support him,

Me. HOLMAN said he was very sorry
that when the Minister moved that the
word * Randells” he ieserted he did not
add “ Bartville” and two or three other
places where there were batteries for
which he was responsible.

Tae DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The hon.
member could add that if be so desired.

Me. HOLMAN said he was now re-
plying to the debate on the motion, and
that stopped farther discussion. Thera
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were several batteries which the Minister
was responsible for, and he wisbed to
point out that when he made a statement
to this Chawber he did so with the in-
tention of speaking the absolute truth,
and he had personal ground for any
statement he had made. He intended
bringing the matter forward in relation
to other batteries afterwards.
Question as amended put and passed.

[The SpEaEER resumed the Chair.]

BILL--VACCINATION ACT AMENDMENT.
introduced by Mr. A.J. Wrvsox, und
read a fivst time.

PAPERS—PUBLIC BATTERY, MONTAGU
RANGE.

Mk M.F.TROY ( Mt. Maguet) moved—

That all papers relating to the application

for 8 Government battery at Montagu Range
be laid upon the table of the House.
When speaking on the Address-in-Reply,
be made certain statements which had
since been contradicted by the Minister for
Mines. He said the Minister had veglected
the locality known as Montagu Range by
not providing a battery there, and because
of his neglect in that respect the pro-
spectors were being starved out. Later
on the Minister, in reply, told the House
that Mr. Hastie when Minister for Mines
was respoasible for the refusal of a
battery in that locality, and usserted
moreover that he (Mr. Troy) must bave
known, when he made the assertion, that
Mr. Hastie was responsible for that refusal.
Later he questioned the Minister as to
that battery, asking when it was that Mr.
Hastie refused the battery, and would the
Minister read o record of such refusal?
The reply was:—

On the 23th April, 1905, by letter sent to
Mr. B. W, Harper through Mr. Troy, M.L.A.
The rofusal reads as follows:—* Although the
Minister is not prepared o erect a battery at
80-mile, be would consider the question of
granting a subsidy if the owners of the mill
there would be willing to crush on reasgonable
terms.”

He (the mover) was not particular regard-
ing the Minister’s statement ‘om that
oceasion, because often statements were
made without justification. He was
merely raising this question because he
wanted to do justice to Mr. Hastie as
Minister for Mines in the Labour Gov-
ernment. To thut gentleman had been
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dealt out most uofair and ungenerous
treatment. He was made the scapegoat
for every matter connected with public
batteries, and it was the duty of mem.
bers on the Opposition side of the House,
if not on the other side, to see that
although Mr. Hastie was not in the
Chamber to protect himself, he should be
given fair consideration and justice
should be done to him. Mr. Hastie did
not refuse the battery at Montagu Range,
and the Minister was misleading the
House in giving the reply he did to that

uestion. He wanted the papers laid on
the table so that wembers should lnow
who was really respensible for the refusal
of the battery there. He had been care-
ful enough to keep a record of the appli-
cativn connected with that particular
battery, and to keep the reply from
various Ministers. Mr. Harper did not
live at Montagn Range, and had never
lived there, but he lived at Berrigrin,
which was eight miles from Montagu
Range. Mr. Harper never made applica-
tion to have a battery at Montagu Range.
The letter to Mr. Harper refusing a
battery waa in reply to an application
for a battery at Berrigrin. The two
places were not in one locality. In no
sense were they in one locality, any more
than Boogardie and Lennonville were in
one locality. There was a public battery
at Lennonville, and there was one at
Boogardie, and the distance between these
two localities was only four miles, whereas
the distance between Berrigrin and Moo-
tagn Range was, as he had stated, eight
miles.

Tre MivisTer For Mines: It wes in
the same locality.

M. TROY : The Minister could not
have made a mistake, because the appli-
cation for a battery at Montagu Range
was made in the form of a petition. A
petition was forwarded by him (Mr.
Troy) to the then Minister for Mines,
Mr. Johnson, on the 12th July, 1905. On
the 31st July, 1905, the present membur
for Guildford and then BMinister for
Mines wrote that he had caused a
report ‘to be prepared us to whether
a battery was necessary or otherwise;
but immediately afterwards, owing to
a change of Government, the mewmber
for Menzies (Hon. H. Gregory) became
Minister for Mines. While seeking re-
election that hon. member told the electors
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of Menzies that the State Mining Engi-
neer, Mr. Montgomery, instead of being
in his office at Perth, should travel
tbrough the mining districts and report
oo the various properties, and that it was
his (the Minister’s) intention to send Mr.
Montgomery to Montagu Range, the
Black - Range district, and Pingin. He
(Mr. Troy) immediately wrote, on the
30tk August, 1905, to the Minister asking
that Mr. Montgomery should visit Mon-
tagu Range and report as to a public
battery for that loeality. On the 4ih
September the Minister replied, acceding
to the request. Dr. Hastie was never
approached for a public battery at
Montagu Range, neither had he ever
refused it. The application was made to
Mr. Johuson, the present member for
Guildford, who asked for a report, and
then went out of office. The present
Minister for Mines promised him (Mr.
Troy) a report regarding the battery, but
he had never since heard anything of
either report or battery. Too much
insult and injustice had been heaped on
Mr. Hastie, who was made the scapegoat
for every evilin the public battery system ;
and the House should do justice to that
gentleman’s character. The present
Minister must admit Mr. Hastie's fair-
ness and generosity, and that he (the
Minister) had made a mistake, and was
alone responsible for the fact that there
wus no battery at Montagu Range.

Ma. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) secon-
ded the motion.

Question put and passed.

SUPPLY RILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Counecil,

MOTIONS, WHEN FORMAL..

Mr. SPEAKER: Before putting the
motion for adjournment, I wish to inti-
mate to members the desirableness of
acquainting Ministers 'of any formal
motious, so that such wotions may be
placed on the Notice Paper above the
Orders of the Day. This procedure will
be in better accord with the Standing
Orders thun that now followed. And
farther, it will facilitate husiness, instead
of keeping members sitting here at times
for hours waiting for formal motions



Personal Bzplanations.

which happen to have been set down
after motions of a debatable character.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 1045 o’clock,
until the next day.

[ ——— e

Legislatibe Fssembly,
‘Thursday, 19tk July, 1906.
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Tueg SPEAKER took the Chair at
430 o'clock p.m.

PravERS.

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS (3).
MR. EWING.

Mer. J. EWING (Collie): I desire to
make a personal explanation in reference
to a few remarks I made last night on
the Collie coal question. I stated that
the honorarium given to Dr. Jack for his
investigations was £1,000, but I find I
was in error. The houorarium was £650,
of which amount £200 was paid to an
assistant, leaving to that eminent scientist
£450 for the work he did.

ME. JOHNEBON.

Mz. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford) :
I desire to draw attention to a statement
made by the member for East Perth (Mr.
Hardwick) to the House on the [2th
July. The hon. inember stated that my
namne appeatred in connection with the
lease of an hotel at Kalgoorlie. The
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gtatement is .abeolutely incorrest. T
think there are enough gins already
recorded against me in Hansard which I
shall have to answer for, without allowing
this to pass. The statement is absolutely
incorrect.

ME. HARDWICK.

Mg. J. E. HARDWICK (East Perth) :
In explanation, what I said was omly in
convection with a pamphlet I had picked
up, and it was not a definite statement
on my part. It was only a reference
made in a pamphlet anthorised by C. G.
Graves.

- M=. Bara: Did you get it when you
were canvassing P

Mz, HARDWICQK: I was noi{ can-
vassing, so I could not. The hon. mem-
ber has pointed out that the statement is
perfectly incorrect. I pointed out at the
time that I would not have referred to
it—[Me. Tavior: Is the hon. member
in order ?]-—I pointed out that I had no
intention of doing the hon. gentleman
who was contesting a seat any injury.
However, as the hon. gentleman denies
the statement, I withdraw it.

QUESTION—PROSPECTING EXPEDI-
TION, NORTH:-WEST.

Mr. HOLMAN asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, The names of the party or
syndicate (of which Mr, Duff was one)
that recently left for the North-West on
a prospecting expedition ? 2, What
previous experience of prospecting, to the
knowledge of the Minister, has each
member of the party had ? 3, The names
of all those intevested in the syndicate?
4, Has the Government granted financial
or other assistance to the syndicate ? 3,
If so, to what amount or extent P

Ter MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, Application was made on June
1st to the Department by T. Duff, on
on behalf of himself and H. Page, for
the loan of two horses, harness, and
spring dray, for the purpose of pro-
specting the (rascoyne and Ashburton
districts, and on the 6th this was
a.})proved. On the 18th he applied to be
allowed to alter his application to enable
him to proceed to Derby in lieu of the
Gascoyne. This was refused owing to
the receipt of a wire from the %oea.l
Resident Magistrate, stating that a fair



